Rudford and Highleadon Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting of the above Parish Council at the Village Hall, Rudford on Monday 25th November 2024 at 7pm. 

	1. 
	Welcome and introductions

	2. 
	Attendance was recorded as Parish Councillors Bob Wolfson, Mark Deane, Robert Heigham, Jill Deane, Pete Pritchard, District Councillor Phillip Burford and seven members of the public. 

	3. 
	Apologies for absence & acceptance of reasons for absences recorded. Apologies received and accepted from Councillor Jahae and County Councillor Robinson. District Councillor Williams was absent. 

	4. 
	Council resolved to delegate the power to grant dispensations to the Clerk. 

	5. 
	Declarations of Interest – none
Dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interests were received and granted to Councillors Mark Deane, Jill Deane, Robert Heigham and Pete Pritchard

	6. 
	Council approved the minutes of the ordinary meeting held on 23rd September 2024 as an accurate record of the event. 

	7. 
	Council to consider the co-option of Parish Councillor. There was no interest from the members of public. 

	8. 
	Public Session – Two members of the public addressed the Council. The drain at the corner of Whitehall Lane is blocked. Member of public was advised to report this on FixMyStreet.
Highways and Police signs are cluttering the roads and causing a distraction. Clerk will contact Highways and County Councillor Robinson. 
Sarah Walker of GRCC addressed the Council regarding a forthcoming housing survey. GRCC (which is funded by the District Councils and housing providers) will be conducting a housing needs survey in January 2025. Government housing targets are driving this. 
All residents will receive a housing needs survey which will run for 8 weeks. GRCC will take the results of the survey and analyse it along with publicly available data such as local house prices, house selling rates, Census 2021 and information from the Housing Needs Register (Homeseekers). 
The results of the survey will be sent to the parish council in May 2025 on a strict need to know basis and it is not to be made public as developers can use this information  in their planning applications. 
Housing surveys will also be conducted in Highnam, Tibberton and Taynton in order to gauge the housing needs in the area. Planners in the District Councils will use the combined survey information to highlight where development needs to take place. For example, if a survey shows a need for 6 affordable dwellings in Rudford, a development of 6 dwellings is not economical for a developer. Planners will look at the housing need within neighbouring parishes and provide a development that caters for the joint need, e.g. 40 dwellings in one of Rudford, Tibberton, Taynton or Highnam. 
Anyone who is registered with Homeseekers can apply for an affordable dwelling.

	9. 
	Council received a report from District Councillors Burford. The repatriation of 100 staff from Publica to FoDDC completed on 1 November 24. There is going to be a reorganisation of the senior leadership with 4 director level posts being created – Chief Executive, Director of Governance, Section 151 Officer (Finance), Director of Communities and a Head of Place (Planning). The director posts will attract a six figure salary. 
The draft FoDDC Local Plan is being updated and should be available before Christmas. 
The proposed Hitchens development in Newent has met all of the planning conditions placed on it and so Hitchens has raised an appeal against the planning decision. FoDDC will not be challenging the appeal. 
The Gloucestershire Police Chief Constable has been suspended following allegations of gross misconduct. The Deputy Chief Constable and Chief of Staff have also been suspended. A police officer from Gloucester has been charged with proving information to a terrorist organisation (Hamas). 

	10. 
	 Council to receive County Councillor Robinson’s report – no report 

	11. 
	Planning Applications 
a. Received for discussion –  none 
b. Dealt with between meetings – none
c. Decided since last meeting – 
a. P0952/24/FUL Trioscape Garden Centre, Highleadon (replacement of outbuilding). Permission granted 11 October 2024. 
b. P0898/24/FUL and P0899/24/LBC Camp Cottage, Upleadon Road, Highleadon (extension, internal alterations, replacement windows and doors, other remedial works). Planning refused 15 October 2024. 
d. Withdrawn since last meeting – none
Appeals 
e. APP/P1615/W/24/3348930 Rectory Fields, Church Lane, Rudford. Change of use of agricultural building to form a single unit of holiday accommodation, including improvement of existing driveway and access. Appeal in progress. 
Enforcement Issues 
f. Rectory Fields, Church Lane, and New Bliss Business Centre enforcement issues
New Bliss Business Centre, Rudford - EN/0224/23 is still waiting to be assigned an enforcement officer. Council resolved to submit a question to the next Forest of Dean Full Council regarding the staffing levels of the Planning Enforcement Team. 

	12. 
	Laynes Wood Solar Farm Community Benefit: 
a. Council to receive an update on GRU14 – work on the footpath has completed. Boulders will be placed by the gate to prevent vehicle access. The footpath drained well following the heavy rain caused by Storm Bert. 
b. Council to receive an update on the Community Benefit Fund. Applications to the fund are now closed. 
c. Council discussed an options paper that had been distributed prior to the meeting. Cllr Heigham proposed a motion to remove Option 1 which was seconded and resolved. Council resolved to adopt Option 2 – Applications £2000 and below will be fully funded with the remaining funds then divided equally across the applications for over £2000. These applications will receive approximately £1940 each. Council resolved that those applications for sums between the final figure of equal divisions and £2000 will receive the lower figure.
Discussions took place regarding the delayed payment from the fund until 1 February 2025 due to the funds being held in a notice- savings account. This delay may mean that residents that could benefit from energy efficiencies before winter are unable to. Council resolved that in exceptional circumstances, payments will be made before 1 February 2025 – for example to purchase insulation as soon as possible or to pay a deposit so that work can be scheduled to start as soon as possible after 1 February. Such payments cannot exceed £500 and as the Council’s cash position is limited, no more than 8 payments can be afforded. If any resident wishes to be considered for such a payment, they must contact the Clerk by 10 December, and will be notified of the outcome as soon as possible thereafter. Should there be more than eight such applications, they will treated on a ‘first come, first served’ basis. 
Council resolved to issue communications detailing next steps to all applicants.

	13. 
	       Highways and footpath issues: None raised 

	14. 
	Biodiversity  - Council resolved to adopt the Biodiversity policy only. 

	15. 
	Community Emergency Plan - Council discussed the draft plan and agreed that volunteers are required. Council resolved to place notice in The Link and on Council noticeboards. 

	16. 
	Website accessibility and gov.uk name - Council discussed the seven quotations provided. Council resolved to commission Parish Online to create and host the website and emails. 

	17. 
	25/26 Budget - Council discussed the draft 25/26 budget including precept. Council noted that current Band D information will not be received until 9 December 2024 and so the amount of the precept increase for each dwelling may change. Council resolved to increase the precept by 40%. This will result in an increase for a Band D property by £1.20 a month. Draft budget to be updated and presented at the next meeting. 

	18. 
	Finance
a. Council received the parish account balance, authorised payments, noted payments made, and budget against actual.

	a.
	Statement of Account as at 14 November 2024 
	£
	5883.26 

	b.
	Grant Applications – Section 137 of Local Government Act 1972
	
	0.00

	
	Gift Awarded – Section 139 of Local Government Act 1972
	
	107,500

	c.
	Adverse variance to budget
	
	None

	d.
	Payments received between meetings
	£
	5000

	e.
	Payments made between meetings 
	
	

	
	Clerk Wages and WFH allowance (Sept)
	£
	245.00

	
	HMRC re above
	£
	43.80

	
	Clerk Wages and WFH allowance (Oct)
	£
	245.00

	
	HMRC re above
	£
	43.80

	
	Moat Contracting 
	£
	9000

	
	Moat Contracting 
	£
	15300

	
	Moat Contracting 
	£
	4476

	
	CiLCA 
	£
	247

	
	CiLCA 
	£
	450

	
	Sam Tapsee (EPC)
	£
	515

	
	Expenses Tustin 
	£
	352.83

	
	GAPTC Training
	£
	135.00

	
	SLCC Membership
	£
	85.00

	f. 
	Payments for authorisation
	
	

	
	Clerk Wages (Nov) 
	£
	245.00

	
	HMRC re above (subject to confirmation from HMRC)
	£
	43.80

	
	Clerk Wages (Dec) 
	£
	tbc

	
	HMRC re above
	£
	tbc

	
	Clerk Expenses
	£
	257.97

	
	R. Heigham (GRU 14 padlock & chain)
	£
	48.58

	
	GAPTC Training
	£
	45.00



Clerk Expenses
	Stationary/Printing 
	4.10

	Mileage
	5.40

	Additional Hours (Sept/Oct/Nov)
	248.47



	
	budget for 2024/25
	year to date
	BALANCE AVAILABLE TO SPEND

	
	
	
	

	PRECEPT
	4630
	4630
	0

	vat refund
	
	0
	0

	S139
	0
	107500
	-107500

	refunds/compensation
	0
	150
	-150

	Build back better
	
	5000
	5000

	INCOME
	4780
	117280
	117280

	EXPENSES
	
	
	

	salary
	3000
	2496
	504.04

	HIRE OF VENUE
	0
	
	0.00

	SUBSCRIPTION TO GAPTC & SLCC
	80
	240
	-160.36

	TRAINING
	200
	832
	-632.00

	INSURANCE
	525
	521
	4.34

	USE OF HOME/ mileage and stationery
	400
	599
	-198.85

	TREES
	0
	0
	0.00

	 footpath
	100
	0
	100.00

	DONATIONS S139
	100
	0
	100.00

	PATA
	105
	124
	-19.20

	audit fees
	150
	140
	10.00

	Neighbourhood D P
	0
	0
	0.00

	election costs
	260
	0
	260.00

	ADMINISTRATION COSTS
	0
	0
	0.00

	Community Fund 
	0
	110964
	-110964.00

	PREDICTED SURPLUS
	-290
	
	-290.00

	EXPENDITURE TOTAL
	112280
	115916
	-3636.03

	balance available
	0
	1364
	-1363.97



b. The 95 day notice to withdrawn funds from the savings account has been given. This will allow invoices for work conducted under the Community Benefit Fund to be paid after 1 February 2025.


	19. 
	Training
a) Council agreed to consider training. A list of all available training can be found at gaptc.org.uk/training

	20. 
	Council confirmed Councillor Wolfson will Chair the next meeting. 

	21. 
	Council to confirm the dates for meetings in 2024/25:  27th January, 24th March. The next meeting confirmed as Monday 27 January 2025, 7pm at Rudford Village Hall. 
This will be revisited after 9 December when budget information is received from FoDDC. Provisional date booked for Monday 20th January 2025, 7pm at Rudford Village Hall. A decision on which date the meeting will be held on will be taken after 9 December.

	22. 
	Items Raised by Members for Future Agenda – Final Budget 25/26

	23. 
	Meeting closed at 8.55 pm  



