Rudford and Highleadon Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting of Rudford and Highleadon Parish Council held in the Village Hall, Rudford on Monday 24th March 2025 at 7pm. 

	1. 
	Welcome and introductions

	2. 
	Council recorded attendance as Parish Councillors Bob Wolfson, Mark Deane, Robert Heigham, Pete Pritchard, District Councillor Phillip Burford and 6 members of the public. 

	3. 
	Apologies for absence & reasons for absences recorded  Councillors J Deane and  Jahae. District Councillor Williams did not attend.
Under Section 85 of the Local Government Act, Councillor Jahae ceases to be a member of the parish council. 

	4. 
	Declarations of Interest and dispensations
a. There were no Declarations of Interest related to items in the agenda. 
b. There were no requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interests 


	5. 
	Council approved the minutes of the ordinary meeting held on 27th January 2025  

	6. 
	Council to consider the co-option of Parish Councillor – there were no  candidates

	7. 
	Public Session – Members of the public were invited to address the council. 

	8. 
	Council to invite reports from District Councillors Burford & Williams
Councillor Burford reported that the FoDDC will be applying for biosphere status. This will push housing development outside of the biosphere into outlying areas, including Rudford and Highleadon. The housing development at Churcham is very likely to be part of the Local Plan, however, there is some uncertainty about the Redmarley development. Due to cuts in the defence budget, the army will not be vacating Beachley Head barracks. The plan was to reuse the barracks for housing development. Discussions regarding Unitary Authorities continue. 

	9. 
	Planning Applications 
a. Received for discussion –  P0214/25/FUL Barbers, Buttermilk Lane, Rudford. Rear and side extensions to existing bungalow and the erection of detached garage.  
After discussion, the council voted to record no objection but with comments. 
b. Dealt with between meetings – none
c. Decided since last meeting – none
d. Withdrawn since last meeting – none
Appeals 
e. APP/P1615/W/24/3348930 Rectory Fields, Church Lane, Rudford. Change of use of agricultural building to form a single unit of holiday accommodation. Appeal dismissed.  Council to send email to FoDDC asking for details of the actions that the Planning Department will take following the appeal.    
Enforcement Issues 
f.  New Bliss Business Centre, Rudford - EN/0224/23. Council to receive update.   
Council resolved to leave further action on New Bliss Business Centre with the enforcement officers.  Council will maintain a watching brief and request periodic updates from the enforcement team. 

	10. 
	Laynes Wood Solar Farm Community Benefit: 
a. Council received an update on the Community Benefit Fund. Eleven applicants have received funding to date. 

	11. 
	New Website and emails – New website is in progress. Issues reading emails in gmail.  

	12. 
	Finance
a. Council to receive the parish account balance, authorise payments, note payments made, and budget against actual.
	a.
	Statement of Account as at 17 January 2024 
	£
	67319.55 

	b.
	Grant Applications – Section 137 of Local Government Act 1972
	
	0.00

	
	Gift Awarded – Section 139 of Local Government Act 1972
	
	0.00

	c.
	Adverse variance to budget
	
	None

	d.
	Payments received between meetings
	£
	1168.05

	e.
	Payments made between meetings 
	
	

	
	Clerk Wages and WFH allowance (Jan)
	£
	335.58

	
	HMRC re above
	£
	133.40

	
	Community Benefit Fund (details withheld under GDPR)
	£
	17743.13

	f. 
	Payments for authorisation
	
	

	
	Clerk Wages and WFH allowance (Mar)
	£
	256.47

	
	HMRC re above
	£
	46.00

	
	Clerk Expenses
	£
	146.39



Clerk Expenses
	Stationary/Printing 
	3.00

	Mileage
	12.70

	Additional Hours (Feb/Mar) as at 17th March
	130.69




	13. 
	Training
a) Council to consider attendance at future training. 
In the Hot Seat: Being an Effective Chairperson  Evening online 26 March
Councillors M Deane or J Deane to attend. 

	14. 
	Council confirmed Chair for Annual Parish Meeting and 26th May 25 council meeting
Councillor Wolfson will chair the annual parish meeting. 
Councillor J Deane will chair 19th May annual meeting and ordinary meeting. 
Council accepted the resignation of Councillor Heigham and thanked him for his service. 

	15. 
	Council to confirm the dates for Parish Council meetings in 2025/26:  19th May, 28th July, 29th September, 24th November, 26th January 26, 23rd March 26.  

Council resolved to move the May meeting to 19th May to avoid the Bank Holiday. 

The next meeting is confirmed as Monday 19th May, 7pm at Rudford Village Hall. 
The Annual Parish Monday Meeting is confirmed as 14 April 2025

	16. 
	Items Raised by Members for Future Agenda

	17. 
	Meeting closed at 8.20pm  



