Rudford and Highleadon Parish Council
Minutes of the ordinary meeting of Rudford and Highleadon Parish Council held in the Village Hall, Rudford on Wednesday 11th March 2026 at 6.30pm. 

	1. 
	Welcome and introductions

	2. 
	Council recorded attendance as Parish Councillors Mark Deane,  Jill Deane, Amanda Bye and Jonathon Tydeman. Council voted Councillor J Deane as Chair for the meeting. 

	3. 
	Apologies for absence & reasons for absences to be recorded - none

	4. 
	Declarations of Interest and dispensations
a. Council to receive Declarations of Interest related to items in the agenda. 
b. To receive requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interests 


	5. 
	Council to approve the minutes of previous meetings. Council resolved that the minutes of the ordinary meeting held on 2nd February 2026 form an accurate record of the event. 

	6. 
	Public Session – There were no members of the public in attendance. 

	7. 
	Co-0ption - To receive applications for the office of Parish Councillor and to co-opt a candidate to fill the existing vacancies – none.

	8. 
	Planning Applications 
a. Received for discussion –  none
b. Dealt with between meetings- none 
c. Decided by FoDDC planning since last meeting – none
d. Withdrawn since last meeting – none

Appeals – Planning Appeal 6002462 – Land at Moat Farm, Newent. Ground mounted photovoltaic solar farm with an electrical generating capacity of up to 49.9MW together with associated equipment, infrastructure and ancillary works. The hearing is on 29th April 2026. 
The appeal file is available for inspection on the Council’s website at the following link,
https://www.fdean.gov.uk/planning-and-building/planning-permission/view-planning-applications/  under planning reference P2061/21/FUL. Council resolved to submit further information regarding the cumulative effect of the number of Solar Farms that have been granted planning in the area, narrow access and lack of passing places on Kents Green Lane and request an independent soil inspection to confirm the soil is grade 3b.  

Enforcement Appeal APP/P1615/C/25/3377155 – Rectory Meadow, Rudford. The landowner of Rectory Meadows has lodged an appeal against the enforcement notice issued in December 2025. Comments to be submitted by 31st March 2026  via https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/enforcement-appeals-procedural-guide  The Appellant has requested that the Inspector regularises the breach by granting planning permission, that the steps required are excessive and granting planning permission would be less, and that the time given to comply with the Enforcement Notice was too short. Council resolved  to object to the planning permission. 

Enforcement Issues – Environment Agency issued s.59 removal notice on 15 December 2025 for Rectory Meadows.  This has not been complied with and the EA are considering their next steps  

There is a meeting between Environment Agency and Highnam Parish Council on 19th March at 10.30am to discuss the Over fly tipping. Councillor Tydeman will attend on behalf of the council.  

	9. 
	Finance
a. Council received the parish account balance, authorised payments, noted payments made and reconciliation.
	a.
	Statement of Account as at 1ST March 2026    
	£
	18,321.09

	b.
	Grant Applications – Section 137 of Local Government Act 1972
	£
	0.00

	
	Gift Awarded – Section 139 of Local Government Act 1972
	£
	0.00

	c.
	Adverse variance to budget
	£
	None

	d.
	Payments received between meetings
	£
	0.00

	e.
	Payments made between meetings 
	
	

	
	HMRC
	£
	49.00

	
	Clerk wages 
	£
	196.59

	
	Clerk Expenses 
	£
	6.90

	
	WFH Allowance
	£
	26.00

	
	Community Fund 
	£
	11,610.44

	
	Bank charges 
	£
	4.25

	
	PATA 
	£
	15.00

	f. 
	Payments for authorisation
	
	

	
	Clerk Wages – Mar
	£
	196.39

	
	WFH allowance –Mar 
	£
	26.00

	
	HMRC- Mar
	£
	49.20

	
	Clerk Expenses – Feb
	£
	6.90



Clerk Expenses
	Printing – Agenda and Minutes  (6 pages x 0.10)
	0.60

	Mileage (PC meeting)  14 miles x 0.45
	6.30




	10. 
	Speed Camera – Councillor Bye confirmed that the speed camera is now operational. GCC has confirmed that the AutoSpeedwatch scheme is closed as the funding has been diverted to the 20 is Plenty campaign. Council resolved to find out more about the 20 is Plenty campaign, and whether council could obtain four signs.  

	11. 
	Community Benefit Fund – There is £16.072 remaining in the fund. Four applicants have work to be completed by 1 September 2026, leaving a balance of approximately £8,300

	12. 
	Assertion 10  Preparations
a. Council resolved to adopt the Data Protection and Information Management Policy
b. Council reviewed the updated data mapping
c. Council resolved to adopt the IT Policy
d. Council resolved to adopt the Training and Development Policy
e. Councillors confirmed and signed GDPR training 

	13. 
	Consultation of FoDDC Local Plan – Council resolved  to  submit a response   

	14. 
	Next Meeting - The next meeting is confirmed as Monday 13th April at 7pm. 

Upcoming meetings 
18th May at 6.30pm in Rudford Village Hall – Annual Parish Meeting 
18th May at 7pm in Rudford Village Hall – Annual meeting of the Council, followed by parish council meeting to sign the end of year accounts  

22nd June at 7pm in Rudford Village Hall – parish council meeting including acceptance of AGAR

September – to be arranged – parish council meeting 

November – to be arranged - parish council meeting for budget review 

January – to be arranged – parish council meeting for budget approval and Precept request 

April 27 – to be arranged – parish council meeting 


	15. 
	Items Raised by Members for Future Agenda – Nature and Climate Emergency Strategy consultation begins 19th March for 6 weeks. Council response to be agreed. 

	16. 
	Close of meeting at 7.15pm
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