Rudford and Highleadon Parish Council
Minutes of the ordinary meeting of Rudford and Highleadon Parish Council held in the Village Hall, Rudford on Monday 2nd February 2026.  

	1. 
	Welcome and introductions

	2. 
	Council recorded attendance as Parish Councillors Mark Deane,  Jill Deane, Amanda Bye and Jonathon Tydeman and 6 members of the public. 

	3. 
	Apologies for absence & reasons for absences to be recorded – District Councillor Burford 

	4. 
	Declarations of Interest and dispensations - none
a. Council to receive Declarations of Interest related to items in the agenda. 
b. To receive requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interests 


	5. 
	Council to approve the minutes of previous meetings. Council resolved that the minutes of the ordinary meeting held on 1st December 2025 form an accurate record of the event. 

	6. 
	Public Session – Members of the public will be invited to address the council. There was a question raised about the speed cameras not working,  This was addressed later. 

	7. 
	Planning Applications 
a. Received for discussion –  none
b. Dealt with between meetings- 
P1493/25/FUL Retention of a shepherds hut in Use Class C1 for short-term holiday let and associated change of use of agricultural land to tourism (Retrospective), The Lodge, Whitehall Lane, Rudford – Council commented ‘The Council neither objects or supports the Planning Application. The Council notes the retrospective nature of the application and does not condone breaches of planning control. The absence of objection in this case should not be taken as setting a precedent , and is based solely on an assessment of the proposal against current planning policy. 
FoDDC Ecology recommends objection due to impact on bats and ecology. The track and hut itself has resulted in destruction of ancient woodland (Priors wood) and ancient orchard, both of which are protected. 

P1495/25/FUL Extension of an existing car parking area, and temporary planning permission (3 years) for the retention of 3no. shipping containers for domestic storage purposes (Retrospective), The Lodge, Whitehall Lane, Rudford. The Council objects to the Planning Application. The Council acknowledges that similar unauthorised developments elsewhere have resulted in enforcement action to remove the containers. The Council notes that this a retrospective application, however, the Council does not condone unauthorised development. Notwithstanding this, and recognising that each case must be assessed on its own merits and policy context, the Council raises an objection due to a further extension of the containers remaining on site as these containers have already been there for a number of years

P1494/25/FUL The erection of 39 stand alone Photovoltaic Panels (Retrospective), The Lodge, Whitehall Lane, Rudford. The Council commented ‘The Council neither objects to or supports the Planning Application. The Council notes the retrospective nature of this application and does not condone breaches of planning control. The absence of objection in this case should not be taken as setting a precedent, and is based solely on an assessment of the proposal against current planning policy.

c. Decided by FoDDC planning since last meeting – 
P1176/25/OUT| Outline application for the erection of No. 4 dwellings and associated landscaping, parking and works. Demolition of existing buildings.(some matters reserved), Burway Farm, Buttermilk Lane, Rudford – Refused 

P1271/25/FUL Reinstatement and continuance of a track and formation of porous hardstanding as part of a motorhome site certified by the Caravan & Motorhome Club (retrospective), The Mount, Main Road,  Rudford - Refused
d. Withdrawn since last meeting – none

Appeals – Planning Appeal 6002462 – Land at Moat Farm, Newent. Ground mounted photovoltaic solar farm with an electrical generating capacity of up to 49.9MW together with associated equipment, infrastructure and ancillary works. The hearing is on 29th April 2026. 
The appeal file is available for inspection on the Council’s website at the following link,
https://www.fdean.gov.uk/planning-and-building/planning-permission/view-planning-applications/  under planning reference P2061/21/FUL.

The landowner of Rectory Meadows has lodged an appeal against the enforcement notice issued in December 2025. 

Enforcement Issues – Environment Agency issued a cease-and-desist notice  on 15 December 2025 for Rectory Meadows.  All waste is to be removed within 21 days. This has not be complied with. 

	8. 
	Finance
a. Council received the parish account balance, authorised payments, note payments made and reconciliation.
	a.
	Statement of Account as at 25TH January 2026    
	£
	30,231.27

	b.
	Grant Applications – Section 137 of Local Government Act 1972
	£
	0.00

	
	Gift Awarded – Section 139 of Local Government Act 1972
	£
	0.00

	c.
	Adverse variance to budget
	£
	None

	d.
	Payments received between meetings
	£
	293.06

	e.
	Payments made between meetings 
	
	

	
	HMRC
	£
	99.00

	
	Clerk wages (Dec, Jan)
	£
	396.17

	
	Clerk Expenses 
	£
	7.90

	
	WFH Allowance
	£
	52.00

	
	Community Fund 
	£
	13220.20

	
	Bank charges 
	£
	8.50

	
	Parish Online website 
	£
	378.00

	f. 
	Payments for authorisation
	
	

	
	Clerk Wages – Feb
	£
	196.39 tbc

	
	WFH allowance –Feb 
	£
	26.00

	
	HMRC- Feb
	£
	48.40 tbc

	
	Clerk Expenses – Jan
	£
	6.90



Clerk Expenses
	Printing – Agenda and Minutes  (6 pages x 0.10)
	0.60

	Mileage (PC meeting)  14 miles x 0.45
	6.30




	9. 
	Internal Audit - Council resolved to appoint GAPTC as auditors for 2025/26 accounts 

	10. 
	Community Benefit Fund – There is £27,682 remaining in the fund. Eight applicants have not submitted invoices or made any contact despite regular emails reminding them. There are four applicants who did not apply in time and so are waiting to see if there are funds available. Council resolved to invite the four applicants to apply to the fund as long as the property has a EPC and invoices were received by 1 October 2026.  

The speed camera needs to be moved every couple of months between the Church Lane and Upleadon turn off locations. The camera also has to be reset as each area has a different speed limit. The camera needs 2 batteries to work. The batteries have not been charged nor has the camera been in situ for many months. It was resolved that Councillor Bye takes over the responsibility for the camera. 

Clerk to enquire whether Speedwatch cameras can be purchased to replace the existing cameras. The Community Benefit Fund could fund this as the Speedwatch cameras run off solar energy rather than batteries. 

	11. 
	Assertion 10 – Council resolved to use new emails by end of February 26

	12. 
	Consultation of FoDDC Local Plan – Council resolved to hold a separate meeting to collate comments. Meeting will be on 9 March 2026.  

	13. 
	Council confirmed the dates for Parish Council meetings in 2026, including the annual meeting of the council and the annual parish meeting   

Upcoming meetings 
9th March at 6.30pm in Rudford Village Hall – FoDDC Local Plan response
30th March at 7pm in Rudford Village Hall - parish council meeting 

18th May at 6.30pm in Rudford Village Hall – Annual Parish Meeting 
18th May at 7pm in Rudford Village Hall – Annual meeting of the Council, followed by parish council meeting to sign the end of year accounts  

22nd June at 7pm in Rudford Village Hall – parish council Meeting including acceptance of AGAR

September – to be arranged – parish council meeting 

November – to be arranged - parish council meeting for budget review 

January – to be arranged – parish council meeting for budget approval and Precept request 

February 27 – to be arranged – parish council meeting 


	14. 
	Next Meeting - The next meeting is confirmed as Monday 30th March 2026, 7pm at Rudford Village Hall.

	15. 
	Items Raised by Members for Future Agenda – recruitment campaign for Councillors 

	16. 
	Meeting Closed at 7.37pm  



2

