Rudford and Highleadon Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting of Rudford and Highleadon Parish Council held in the Village Hall, Rudford on Monday 27th January 2025 at 7pm. 

	1. 
	Welcome and introductions

	2. 
	Council recorded  attendance as Parish Councillors Bob Wolfson, Mark Deane, Jill Deane, Pete Pritchard, District Councillor Phillip Burford and two members of the public. 

	3. 
	Apologies for absence & reasons for absences to be recorded. Apologies received from Councillors Jahae and Heigham and County Councillor Robinson. District Councillor Claton Williams did not attend. 

	4. 
	Declarations of Interest and dispensations
a. There were no Declarations of Interest related to items in the agenda. 
b. There were no requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interests 


	5. 
	Council approved the minutes of the ordinary meeting held on 25th November 2024.

	6. 
	Council considered the co-option of Parish Councillor – there were no candidates

	7. 
	Public Session – Members of the public were invited to address the council. 
MoP reported that his property had flooded again this month. The flooding seems to be caused by water coming off the fields into a ditch that is not deep enough and possibly a blocked attenuation tank. Gloucestershire County Council are the local flood authority and so should be helping to resolve this. Councillor Burford offered the assistance of a drainage engineer who is employed by FoDDC. 

	8. 
	Council to invite reports from District Councillors Burford & Williams. Councillor Burford updated the council on devolution and the local government reorganisation
1. The FoDDC will be subsumed into a Unitary Authority by April 2027 or April 2028. This will be either a single Gloucestershire Unitary Authority or a West Gloucestershire with Stroud and Gloucester City.  
2. The mayoral model of governance is also going to be introduced: currents thoughts are a) Gloucestershire, Herefordshire, Worcestershire and Shropshire, b) Gloucestershire, Warwickshire, Bristol and Somerset and c) Gloucestershire, Wiltshire, Swindon and Hampshire. 
3. The current 48 parishes within the FoDDC are likely be combined to form 4-8 larger parish councils, similar to West Dean. It is likely that the parish councils will remain until the Unitary Authority is established, which is expected by 2028/29.
4. The FoDDC Local Plan is still not ready and is likely to need two public consultations, and it may not be ready by the time devolution starts. This means that the Government can step in and grant planning for housing developments as the FoDDC does not have a 5 year plan. A new village at Churcham and Redmarley (both 2000 dwellings) is included in the draft Local Plan, leaving 2000 dwellings to be built between Cinderford and Gloucester. There is to be no more housing developments south of Lydney as the Welsh Government has objected to the amount of traffic going into Wales. 

	9. 
	 Council to receive County Councillor Robinson’s report – no report

	10. 
	Planning Applications 
a. Received for discussion –  none 
b. Dealt with between meetings – none
c. Decided since last meeting – none
d. Withdrawn since last meeting – none
Appeals 
e. APP/P1615/W/24/3348930 Rectory Fields, Church Lane, Rudford. Change of use of agricultural building to form a single unit of holiday accommodation. Appeal in progress. 
Enforcement Issues 
f. Rectory Fields, Church Lane, and New Bliss Business Centre enforcement issues
New Bliss Business Centre, Rudford - EN/0224/23. Since the council raised the question to the FoDDC Full Council meeting on 12 December, there has been no follow-up correspondence from FoDDC. An enforcement officer has visited New Bliss and is checking whether the extension has exceeded the boundary. 

	11. 
	Laynes Wood Solar Farm Community Benefit - The Community Benefit Fund will start payment on 1 February 2025. 

	12. 
	       Highways and footpath issues:  There are a lot of cones, road closed signs and barriers  along the B4215 from Highnam to Malswick. It is reported that the County Council’s contractor Ringway has refused to clear them. The kissing gate next to the  Barbers Bridge Monument is damaged and the road sign removed. Clerk to email Andrew Middlecote and County Councillor Robinson about both issues. 

	13. 
	Community Emergency Plan – There are three volunteers who have come forward. More are needed. Clerk to advertise again in The Link. 

	14. 
	New Website and emails – The new website is live but needs further work. Councillors J Deane, M Deane, Wolfson and Pritchard will be assigned gov.uk emails. 

	15. 
	25/26 Budget - Council reviewed and approved the 25/26 budget

	16. 
	Community Clusters – Council received a report of the meeting.

	17. 
	Audit – Council resolved to appoint the GAPTC Internal Audit Service and PKF Littlejohn as the external auditor. 

	18. 
	Finance
a. Council noted the account balance and approved payments. 
	a.
	Statement of Account as at 17 January 2024 
	£
	4485.37 

	b.
	Grant Applications – Section 137 of Local Government Act 1972
	
	0.00

	
	Gift Awarded – Section 139 of Local Government Act 1972
	
	107,500

	c.
	Adverse variance to budget
	
	None

	d.
	Payments received between meetings
	£
	None

	e.
	Payments made between meetings 
	
	

	
	Clerk Wages and WFH allowance (Dec)
	£
	245.00

	
	HMRC re above
	£
	43.80

	
	HMRC Jan 
	£
	46.00

	
	Back wages (from April 24)
	£
	35.32

	
	HMRC re above
	£
	20.20

	
	Community Benefit Fund (details withheld under GDPR)
	£
	138

	
	PATA re above
	£
	15

	
	Parish Online 
	£
	258

	f. 
	Payments for authorisation
	
	

	
	Clerk Wages and WFH allowance (Jan)
	£
	256.00

	
	Clerk Wages and WFH allowance (Feb)
	£
	256.00

	
	HMRC re above
	£
	46.00

	
	Clerk Expenses
	£
	243.41



Clerk Expenses
	Stationary/Printing 
	1.00

	Mileage
	17.10

	Additional Hours (Dec/Jan)
	225.31



Council noted that reserves of between £500 and £1500 will be spent this year. 

	19. 
	Training
a) Councillors noted training available but no one was put forward. 
Planning in Plain English (online)  13 February and 10 March
New Councillor Toolkit (online)  Introduction 11 February
Being a Better Councillor  Part 1 online: 5 February and 6 March, Part 2 online: 19  February and 20 March. Saturday Part 1 and 2 in-person 8 February and 15 March
In the Hot Seat: Being an Effective Chairperson Saturday in-person 10am 1 February, Evening online 26 March
January Networking (Free, online) Councillors: 28 January 6pm - Community Engagement, the different ways we can talk to our communities, digital tools and schools

	20. 
	Council confirmed Councillor Wolfson as Chair for March 25 meeting

	21. 
	Council confirmed the dates for Parish Council meetings in 2025/26:  24th March, 26th May, 28th July, 29th September, 24th November, 26th January 26, 23rd March 26. The next meeting to be confirmed as Monday 24th March, 7pm at Rudford Village Hall. 
The Annual Parish Meeting will be held on Monday 14th April, 7pm at Rudford Village Hall.

	22. 
	Items Raised by Members for Future Agenda - none

	23. 
	Meeting closed at 8.15pm  



