Rudford and Highleadon Parish Council
EXTRA ORDINARY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL
TO BE HELD AT 7.30PM ON 4TH JULY 2022
IN THE VILLAGE HALL
	1. 
	Welcome and introductions 

	2. 
	Attendance to be recorded (anticipated) Parish Councillors Bob Wolfson, Mark Deane Sten Salisbury, Amanda Bye, Ian Turner, Robert Heigham, Stephen Harper, District Councillor Phillip Burford and District Councillor Brian Lewis and County Councillor Philip Robinson

	3. 
	Apologies for absence to be recorded 

	4. 
	Declaration of Interest for matters on the agenda to be invited

	5. 
	Public Participation to be invited by Chair of meeting- 

	6. 
	Report to be received from County Councillor Philip Robinson 

	7. 
	Report to be received from District Councillors Philip Burford /Brian Lewis 

	8. 
	Minutes of the previous Parish Council Meeting held on 23rd May 2022 to be approved

	9. 
	Chair of Council to provide update from neighboring parish/town council meetings held since last meeting of Rudford and Highleadon Parish Council

	10. 
	Planning matters to be considered

P0271/22/FUL - Land to the South Of Murrells End Farm, Murrells End, Hartpury, Gloucester. Installation and operation a of a renewable energy generating station comprising ground-
mounted photovoltaic solar arrays together with inverter units, substation, site access,
internal access tracks, security measures, access gates, other ancillary infrastructure and landscaping and biodiversity enhancements.



	11. 
	Council to consider the landscape reports received on Moat Farm, Taynton, and Laynes Wood, Highleadon.(as distributed)

	12. 
	Council to consider accepting and signing the Deed of Gift  (as distributed) from
JBM SOLAR PROJECTS 21 LIMITED to RUDFORD AND HIGHLEADON PARISH COUNCIL, 
To provide funding for the resurfacing of footpath (GRU14) within the Bluebell Woods
in Rudford, providing year -round access for local residents
and to authorise Chair of Council (Cllr Wolfson) to sign the document on behalf of the Council

	13. 
	Any other business for information sharing purposes only
Date of next meeting 25th July 2022







Draft Minutes
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE COUNCIL
HELD AT 7.30PM ON 23rd May 2022
IN THE VILLAGE HALL
	1. 
	Welcome and introductions – by the present Chairman

	2. 
	Election of Chairman 
Council nominated /seconded Cllr Bob Wolfson was elected followed by signing of acceptance of office papers

	3. 
	Election of Vice-Chairman followed by signing of acceptance of office papers – no nomination was received – and therefore no vice chair was elected

	4. 
	Attendance recorded Parish Councillors Bob Wolfson, Sten Salisbury, Amanda Bye, Ian Turner, Robert Heigham, Stephen Harper, District Councillor Phillip Burford and 6 members of the public.  

	5. 
	Apologies for absence recorded from Parish Councillor Mark Deane (who listened via app), District Councillor Brian Lewis and County Councillor Philip Robinson

	6. 
	Declaration of Interest for matters on the agenda were invited- none

	7. 
	Public Participation was invited by Chair of meeting- none at this point

	8. 
	Report received from County Councillor Philip Robinson -none

	9. 
	Verbal Report received from District Councillors Philip Burford – 
· Solar farm update
· FoDDc Full Council update – Cllr Burford is now Chair of Planning Committee
· Issue of enforcement was raised by Parish Councillors 

	10. 
	Minutes of the previous Parish Council Meeting held on 25th April 2022 were approved

	11. 
	Council agreed continuation delegation to Clerk of authority to make submission of comments on planning matters where no meeting of the Council is able to be held

	12. 
	Council considered if changes are required to standing orders or financial regulations – pending issue of updated model documents

	13. 
	Council considered if any changes are required to its Complaints, Freedom of Information or Data protection policies procedure -pending issue of updated model documents

	14. 
	Council considered if any changes are required to the asset register -none

	15. 
	Council reviewed representation on outside organisations -none

	16. 
	Council considered if any changes are required to insurance policy for the coming year and approved the payment of premium of £373.60 due on 1st June 22
Address to be changed to Village Hall address 
Noting that a claim will be made for the damaged bus shelter – 21st/22nd May 2022

	17. 
	Council considered if any changes are required to banking mandate 
Bank mandate increase to 2 authorised signatories  (Cllr Dean& Cllr Wolfson)
And also change Cllr Turner from observer to authorised signatory

	18. 
	Council confirmed it wishes to renew its subscriptions/contracts eg GAPTC, VAS service contract and PATA payroll

	19. 
	Council approved the financial reports and payment list as attached

	20. 
	Council approved its AGAR completion and delegated to the Chair of Council to sign the appropriate forms

	21. 
	Council agreed that its meeting schedule shall remain as 4th Monday of May, July, September, November, January, March commencing at 7.30pm 

	
	Other matters:

	22. 
	Solar Farms in the area: Council received an update of the progress of the joint response of Councils to the several applications
· Tibberton PC declined to join PC group of R&H, Newent and Taynton
· Meeting set 23rd June with Clive Reynolds - FDDC and local parish Councils
· Tactic of social media campaign for planning comments has been challenged and which included comments of support from all across the UK.    Council agreed to make representation to FDDC planning officers to ensure that they are aware of this social media tactic. 

	23. 
	Queens Jubilee update – Cllr Bye gave an update following a meeting held on 23rd May.  Activities will include a bring and share lunch and possible activities.  Poster to go on to website 
Noted FDDC proclamation invitation.

	24. 
	C Correspondence received as distributed by email to Councillors
Resident submission of invoices for unauthorised works and other issues in the Parish. 
The council can demonstrate that it has given no instruction for the work therefore it cannot accept an invoice.    
Council agreed ‘to note an invoice has been received from ‘resident’, but that no instruction had been given by the council and ‘resident’ has been advised that the council does not accept liability. 
Council agreed its reply to the further points raised in the recent correspondence as attached
 

	25. 
	 Highways issues: speed limit and safety of pedestrians on the B4215: Council considered
what action/s it might take in response to residents’ concerns.
Concerns expressed to CC Philip Robinson on speed issues
New scheme for Speed watch funding noted – Clerk to look for information from GCC
“(GCC) Authority announced it is to re-establish the Road Safety Partnership that will have opportunities for the Public and Parishes to feed into and it will report to Safer Gloucestershire £600,000 is to be made available to tackle speeding in Gloucestershire “
Damage to bus shelter caused by car noted – police incident number has been obtained. The bus shelter is unsafe and the PC insurance company has been informed – policy with Hiscox insurance and is being followed up.  Photographs and crime incident number have been submitted.   Quotations for replacement will be needed.  Excess on policy to be confirmed. Cllr Wolfson will take the lead on this work
It was suggested that it could be made safe without removing the roof.  Councillor Heigham will take the lead on this work
Damage to Wedderburn bridge noted – Cllr Wolfson to be look at it 
Footpath bridge over red brook by Dark Barn noted difficult to access due to steps – DDA access needs noted – to be followed up with PROW officer by Cllr Wolfson

	26. 
	Planning matters: 
· Enforcement issues at New Bliss Business Centre now with FDDC legal dept
· Access to land at Dark Barn: response of Planning Authority regarding access is still awaited.  It was discussed if enforcement action was likely to be taken.  The original concern was brought up in 2014.  
· Council determined whether to comment further on P0265/22/FUL – Laynes Wood Solar Farm- see previous items
· Noted that the Council will make no response to P0034/22/DISCON (drainage issues at Whitehall farm) and P0499/FUL (replacement to conservatory, Rudford Lodge)
P0494/22/FUL (Garage at woodside cottages)
· Pending consideration at this time: P0162 – Shooting Ground in Hartpury Parish
· Residential Design Guide Consultation noted- Capturing the Character of the Forest of Dean. 17 May - 30 June 2022:  individual Councillors to respond and to highlight to other organisations– clerk to put on website – Chair to put in Link Magazine

	27. 
	Any other matters for information only
· The fallen trees over GR14 have been chopped up – PROW officer was also on site
· Update on cross-parish group from DC Burford was requested eg for the Local Plan -policy paper will be presented to District Council in the near future
· Update on staff review – points carrying forward a) VAT claim b) extending website – Councillors agreed not to put individual photographs but it was restressed the advice for specific councillor email address
followed by Close of meeting at 9pm
















Correspondence from local resident (pc answers are in red)
9th May 2022
Thank you for attaching the E Mails, I am aware if them and they are in the bundle of various correspondence we have submitted to a QC for expert advice.

If you do not pay our bills then the Court will decide on the merits of the case, and all the attendant circumstances.
Council agreed ‘to note an invoice has been received from ‘resident’, but that no instruction had been given by the council and ‘resident’ has been advised that the council does not accept liability

Keeping on the subject of footpaths.

The Council incurred the costs of two bus stops in Rudford before gaining approval from the Farmer for the access from opposite Church Lane, which was refused, what was the cost of these two bus stops?
With reference to the stops at the end of Whitehall Lane, these have been there for many years to serve the residents of Whitehall Lane as well as any others.  They are the responsibility of the County Council, which upgraded them a few years as a part of a programme. There was no cost to the Parish Council

The path from Upleadon Road to 4215 bus Stops remains in breach of the Disability requirements and can you confirm you will be maintaining these and the areas around it?
The Council has been advised that the path meets all legal requirements.  Highleadon Green Association has agreed to ongoing maintenance.

Regarding the Path marked RED on plan with letter 18 June 2021, we have maintained this section of the path since owning Camp Cottage, but given our new limited capacity of time
and capabilities, we will no longer be doing so., the HGA do not seem to have been out for their usual standing around and not doing much this month, the grass outside are area is becoming overgrown again and needs urgent attention, although according to the District Solicitor they have no current mandate and it is the Parish Council's responsibility anyway. (someone cut the verges this past week or so and we finished of his work for him, they do not get off their backside to finish off around posts and obstacles)

Regarding the path marked GREEN on plan, a member of HGA said they are applying for a grant to bring this up to scratch, will this be a doubling up of wasting Public and Taxpayers money without a guarantee they will keep it maintained ?
You have been informed on numerous occasions that the ownership of the Green lies with the District Council and the maintenance with Highleadon Green Association.  The Parish Council has received no advice that alters this position and accepts no responsibility for ongoing maintenance.


We not that you are proposing another footpath towards Highnam, what is the costs and are you consulting on this to the Community.
The Council has publicised its proposal to upgrade footpath GRU14 through several agendas and minutes of its meetings. The proposal will only be taken forward if funding can be achieved such that there are no costs to the Parish Council and residents.


Another election has passed with no publicity or knowledge of the candidates standing, presume we have another unelected Parish Council? Who is supposed to supervise Parish Council elections, their is nothing on the Notice Board Upleadon Road or anywhere else as far as we can see..
This was not an election year for the Parish Council, nor for the District or County Councils.  The next Parish Council election will take place in May 2023 when, as usual, the Council will follow all legal procedures. 


We know the Parish Council does not come under the Ombudsman so who does one complaint to?

You have the right to complain to the Monitoring officer of the District Council regarding the conduct of individual Parish Councillors

We are copying to the Clerk and our ELECTED Councillors.

Regards


May 6th 2022

We delivered a bill and correspondence to the Chairs house and would refer you to it.

We decided to cut a path through the uncut grass (blue on plan) to the large sign post that extolls the virtues of the Gloucestershire Environmental Trust and displaying all the info regarding the Public and Taxpayers and Trust money that was spent on the Green 

It will also enable us to avoid using the road to access the sign board located on the corner of the Harpbury turn off.

It appears the Highleadon Green Association HGA was formed to turn the Green into an amenity for the Community, presume local and in the larger sense. as envisaged by the Highleadon Green Plan 2003, these objectives have clearly not been achieved

It seems strange that the Trust encouraged the clearing of the Brambles etc., which in affect destroyed Wildlife Habitat, we are also sure that when all this expense of installing paths and bridges and clearance took place. they expected this work to be maintained on a regular basis, which is clearly not the case.

Although the District Council deny it, a member of the HGA advised us that the District Officer had a great bearing on the lack of maintenance of the Green and near destruction of footpaths.

We will be rendering a further bill for the continued maintenance of the paths we have rescued from oblivion and will continue to maintain the Green areas around our property as envisaged by the Highleadon Green Plan 2033 until the property is sold. 

Locals and the General Community are giving us positive feedback on the result of our efforts.

Please copy to all Councillors.



Dear “resident”
I have received your hand delivered letter (April 22) and the Council will discuss at its next meeting
I would refer you to your emails from 7th /8th March and my email replies dated 8th/ 9th March in response to your email.  For clarity I show these emails below


Your email 7th March 21
Advise the Chair that we pick litter outside our property from Costa Coffee Cups to Big Mac wrappers.

As for the walks he is supposed to have covered, he should be up to date on the state of these historic paths around Highleadon Green and I will be implementing upgrading them as the weather breaks and sending the Parish Council the bill.

Also advise him the exit from the Historic footpath opposite Highleadon Green Petrol Station has had the footpath and warning post removed and there is an absence of a barrier as has been constructed opposite Church Lane on the entry to that footpath.



My reply 8th March 21

Dear “resident”
thank you for your  email.  I will pass your comments onto Councillors who will discuss your correspondence at the next meeting.
Please can you note that the Parish Council will not accept responsibility for any costs that you incur


Your email dated 8th March 21

Let me be clear.

If I decide to incur costs which I consider are the responsibility of the Parish Council, I will render a bill to them, if they do not pay it I would issue a claim in the County Court and the Judge will decide if they should pay for the claim.

As you know they will be severally and collectively responsible for any judgement in my favour

Regards

My reply 9th March 21

Dear “resident”
Thank you for your email.  I would like to clarify the following:
The Council can only be liable for expenditure that is authorised by the Parish Council at a lawfully convened meeting.  There is no such authorisation for costs incurred by yourself.










Bill received from resident







[image: ]






Financial reports y/e  31/3/22
Cash book
	DATE
	PAYEE
	CURRENT A/C
	CURRENT A/C balance

	01/04/2021
	
	
	4707.56

	06/04/2021
	GAPTC
	-71.81
	4635.75

	27/04/2021
	SALARY
	-155.64
	4480.11

	27/04/2021
	HMRC
	-38.80
	4441.31

	27/04/2021
	MICROSOFT
	-59.99
	4381.32

	16/04/2021
	PRECEPT
	4000.00
	8381.32

	01/06/2021
	RUDFORD VILLAGE HALL
	-13.50
	8367.82

	01/06/2021
	CAME AND CO
	-358.19
	8009.63

	01/06/2021
	EXPENSES
	-64.80
	7944.83

	01/06/2021
	SALARY
	-155.64
	7789.19

	08/06/2021
	hmrc
	-38.80
	7750.39

	08/06/2021
	pata payroll (20/21)
	-95.00
	7655.39

	07/07/2021
	SALARY
	-155.44
	7499.95

	02/07/2021
	hmrc
	-39.00
	7460.95

	07/07/2021
	RUDFORD VILLAGE HALL
	-13.50
	7447.45

	28/07/2021
	HMRC
	-43.20
	7404.25

	28/07/2021
	SALARY
	-172.72
	7231.53

	28/07/2021
	expenses
	-63.40
	7168.13

	02/08/2021
	SWARCO
	-152.03
	7016.10

	27/08/2021
	salary
	-159.81
	6856.29

	27/08/2021
	HMRC
	-40.00
	6816.29

	27/09/2021
	salary
	-197.01
	6619.28

	27/09/2021
	HMRC
	-39.80
	6579.48

	27/10/2021
	salary
	-185.81
	6393.67

	27/10/2021
	hmrc
	-40.00
	6353.67

	27/10/2021
	pata  payroll (21/22)
	-95.00
	6258.67

	05/10/2021
	RUDFORD VILLAGE HALL
	-15.00
	6243.67

	16/11/2021
	I selkirk
	-150.00
	6093.67

	20/12/2021
	SALARY
	-185.81
	5907.86

	20/12/2021
	HMRC
	-40.00
	5867.86

	20/12/2021
	grant from glos highways
	3000.00
	8867.86

	23/11/2021
	SALARY
	-185.81
	8682.05

	23/11/2021
	expenses
	-36.85
	8645.20

	23/11/2021
	hmrc
	-40.00
	8605.20

	23/01/2022
	salary
	-185.81
	8419.39

	23/01/2022
	expenses
	-12.98
	8406.41

	23/01/2022
	HMRC
	-40.00
	8366.41

	04/02/2022
	moat construction
	-4668.00
	3698.41

	04/02/2022
	moat construction
	-1212.00
	2486.41

	04/02/2022
	HLGA contribution
	800.00
	3286.41

	24/02/2022
	SALARY
	-186.01
	3100.40

	24/02/2022
	hmrc
	-39.80
	3060.60

	15/03/2022
	rvh
	-65.00
	2995.60

	28/03/2022
	SALARY
	-196.31
	2799.29

	28/03/2022
	hmrc
	-40.00
	2759.29

	
	NET INCOME/EXPENDITURE
	-1948.27



Bank reconciliations
	1/4/21
	OPENING BANK BALANCE
	4707.56
	

	
	EXPENDITURE FOR PERIOD
	-5948.27
	

	
	INCOME FOR PERIOD
	4000.00
	

	
	NET EXPENDITURE
	
	-1948.27

	
	BANK BALANCE
	2759.29
	

	31/03/2022
	BAL PER S/M 
	2759.29
	



Reserves
	GENERAL RESERVES
	Bfwd 2020/21
	4045

	General reserves
	2020/21
	547

	Total General reserves
	 
	4592

	Earmarked tree reserves
	c/fwd
	115

	under spend/overspend during 21/22
	 
	-1948

	total reserves as per bank reconciliation
	 
	2759



[bookmark: _Hlk104213432]Payment list for May 22 meeting
Salary  £162.48 plus £26 working from home and expenses £19.20 =£207.68
Introduction to Council = E Learning £14.00 (GAPTC) Cllr Bye
GAPTC annual subscription £72.80 (paid)
Insurance £373.60.
HMRC  £40.80
VAS service








Budget against actual (updated)
	BUDGET Against actual
	BUDGET
	year to date
	BALANCE AVAILABLE TO SPEND

	
	
	
	

	PRECEPT
	4000
	4000
	0

	GRANT FOR path 
	
	3800
	0

	INCOME
	4000
	7800
	0

	EXPENSES
	
	
	

	salary
	2400
	2398
	2

	HIRE OF VENUE
	200
	107
	93

	SUBSCRIPTION TO GAPTC
	80
	72
	8

	TRAINING
	220
	0
	220

	INSURANCE
	350
	358
	-8

	USE OF HOME/ mileage and stationery
	330
	382
	-52

	TREES
	115
	0
	115

	 footpath
	0
	5880
	-5880

	DONATIONS S137
	0
	0
	0

	VAS costs
	142
	152
	-10

	audit fees
	
	150
	-150

	Neighbourhood D P
	
	0

	ADMINISTRATION COSTS
	153
	250
	-97

	PREDICTED SURPLUS
	10
	
	10

	EXPENDITURE TOTAL
	4000
	9748
	-5748

	balance available
	0
	-1948
	 


AGAR summary updated
	[bookmark: RANGE!A97:D109]
	
	Y/E
	YTD
	

	
	
	2021
	2022
	

	box 1 
	balances bfwd
	4160
	4708
	

	box 2
	precept
	4000
	4000
	0

	box 3 
	total other receipts
	0
	3800
	-3800

	box 4
	staff costs
	2333
	2398
	-64

	box 5
	loan interest/capital
	0
	0
	

	box 6
	other payments
	1118
	7351
	-6232

	box 7
	balances cfwed
	4708
	2759
	1949

	
	
	
	
	

	box 8
	cash and bank
	4708
	2759
	1948

	box9
	fixed assets
	11397
	11397
	

	box 10
	total borrowings
	0
	0
	



AGAR forms were agreed and signed 
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