
Rudford and Highleadon Parish Council
Draft minutes of the meeting of the above Parish Council which took place at 8pm on 24th May 2021  
At the Village Hall 
1. record of attendance and apologies for absence & acceptance of reasons for absences. Recording of attendance Parish Councillors Bob Wolfson, Ian Turner, Sten Salisbury, Amanda Bye, Robert Heigham, District Councillor Burford, County Councillor Philip Robinson,  3 members of the public and apologies for absence from Parish Councillors Mark Deane,  Hannah Perry-Gardiner and District Councillor Lewis, 

 2.   There were no Declarations of Interest related to items in the agenda.

3.    Council approved the minutes of the meeting held on 6th May 2021.

4. Public Session   -   5 minutes at Chairman’s Discretion. - none

5. Update re Flooding in Rudford 23 December 2020 was given by the Chair of the Council (see attached schedule) and Council discussed aspects of the report

6. Correspondence with/from STWA discussed (as distributed to Councillors).  It was agreed that the Chair of Council should follow up through the Arbitration Service

7. Planning matters considered 
a. Church Meadow and Rectory Fields, Church Lane, Rudford: No update available
b. To note the report of the Planning Inspectorate rejected the appeal regarding Burway Farm.
c. the Shooting Ground- No decision yet available
d. Coppice Cottage – No decision yet available

8. Highways issues:
a. Improved access to bus stops on the B4215: 
Update following the March Pc meeting where it agreed that an expression of interest bid be made with a PC contribution of £1k  (Upleadon Road and Trioscape bus stop), held by the County Council Officers pending the County Council elections.
Church Lane/Whitehall Lane – no action
b.  Update on bollards to prevent damage to the pathway (Upleadon/Trioscope)- following discussions with Glos Highways- carry forward

9. Correspondence received from residents- see table attached – Council agreed to respond as on the attached table 

10. Financial reports:   Council approved payments list  HMRC £38.80 Salary £155.64, Expenses £64.80, insurance £358.19

11.   Website it was agreed at the last meeting that individual Parish Councillors will inform the Clerk of their individual preferred contact details.   Home address and land-line agreed to go on website (mobile for Parish Councillor Deane) - Village organisations will be taken from welcome park 

Forest of Dean Local History Society (FoDLHS) email correspondence -Response from Parish noted by Council and contact suggested of Mr and Mrs Beaven



12. [bookmark: _Hlk72325882]Date of next meeting:  July 26th 2021 at 7.30pm in the village hall

13. Minor Items Raised by Members for Future Agenda:

Bus stop at Elm View and Woodside Cottage was brought to the attention of the County Councillor

14. Meeting closed at 20.17
[bookmark: _Hlk72327100]

 Correspondence received
.
	April 2021 
	1. Footpath beside Upleadon Road should be paved.




2. Parish Council should be pushing for cycle paths 

3. Parish Council should be pushing for housing  (especially     affordable) in the area












4. Comment on low turnout for the Police Commissioner election

5. Chair has shown prejudice in seeking a footpath from Church Lane to Whitehall Lane bus stop, as it will be of benefit to him personally


















6. Denial of any threat to charge the Parish Council for litter picking

7. Complaint regarding minutes – wants individual Councillors’ contributions recorded.

8. References to items in the Link posted by the Chair in a personal capacity

9. 12 March 2019. Unsolicited response from Peggy Wolfson to a communication to the Clerk of the RAHPC.


10. Repeated concerns regarding maintenance of Highleadon Green














11.  Conclusion
	1. The kerbing was not put in as a part of intended paving, only to prevent further erosion to the kerbside.  The Council has now made an application for grant support from the County Council for the cost of a path, and will liaise with the Highways Department, if the application is deemed of sufficient priority, on the most effective way of achieving this path.  The Council has offered a contribution of £1000 towards the path.
2. The Council contacted the Highways department and were advised that the County Council would be determining the location of cycle paths.
3. The Council’s response to the Forest of Dean’s Local Plan suggested that they should explore a route of allocating a number of properties to each Parish and then seek Parish Councils’ advice on whether this was possible and where it might be located.  The council awaits the FoDDC’s response.
Around five years ago Tibberton Parish Council achieved this in relation to Bramble Close, and the local allocation of those properties included Rudford and Highleadon.  The Council understands your perspective on this matter.  However, the current situation is that no land is allocated for housing within the Parish beyond existing boundaries.  The Council is reluctant to identify an area for development while the current consultation on the District Plan is under review.  Separately, the Council raised no objection to the development of the barns at Whitehall Farm, which are due to be converted into housing, some of it, Council understands, for long-term rental.
4. The Council endeavours to focus its energies closely on issues of immediate concern to the Parish.


5. Until less than 20 years ago, there was a bus stop at Church Lane in both directions. The sign remains in the hedge (pictured below)
[image: Macintosh HD:Users:robertwolfson:Desktop:IMG_2901.jpg]
When that was removed, Church Lane (which has eight residential properties and the Church itself) became the only side road in the parish to have no safe access to a bus stop.  In turn, this has meant that the County Council has determined that the route from Church Lane to Whitehall Lane is not a safe walking route for school pupils to take a school bus to either Newent or Gloucester. Instead, it pays the parents of school age children a daily rate to drive them to their school.  There has therefore been a long-standing effort to achieve safe access for the properties in Church Lane, as there has been for those in Upleadon Road.  The Council has allocated £1000 not £2000 to this project.  Regrettably, it is extremely unlikely that there will be any progress as the owner of the field is not willing to support the proposal.  Councillors do not have a conflict of interest unless they stand to make financial gain from a Council action.  All actions to date in relation to this project have been supported by the residents of Church Lane.
6. Council was concerned to learn that you proposed to send a bill for any work you might do, and is clear that it would not meet any unauthorised costs.
7. Council has previously invited you to attend its meetings, either in person or on-line, as other interested members of the community do.  It is regarded as good practice that minutes provide a short summary and focus on Council decisions rather than on the debate that led to them.

8. None of the above points is a matter for the Council as the matters to which you refer were personal entries in The Link.


9. While this is not a matter for the Council, Mrs PENNY Wolfson, who  is Chair of the Village Hall Management Committee, has asked Council to respond, She replied to a message from you sent through the ‘Contact us’ form on the Village Hall website as it appeared you had mistakenly identified this as a means of contacting the Parish Council.

10. With regard to your concerns about Highleadon Green, Council reiterates its previous position.  The Green is in the de jure ownership of the Forest of Dean District Council.  The Management Plan of 2003 delegated the responsibility for the maintenance of the Green to the Highleadon Green Association.  Councillors have the right to be members of HGA, or not, and at the time of writing one Councillor is such a member.  The Parish Council responds to requests for financial support from the Highleadon Green Association in the same way as it does any other organisation in the Village, and in the past has provided some support.  The Management Plan makes plain who is entitled to be a member of the HGA.  This includes yourself as the owner of a property and the Council suggests that if you wish to change the priorities of the Association you should engage constructively with its members.  It is not a matter for the Council.

11. The Council naturally welcomes the engagement of parishioners with its business.  There are occasions on which the background matters are long-standing and complex, such as the planning history of the Parish or the lack of a bus stop at Church Lane.  While the Council will do its best to explain all its decisions to you, there is a limit to the time that can be expended on this.




REDUCING FLOOD RISK IN RUDFORD

RUDFORD AND HIGHLEADON PARISH COUNCIL: FLOODING UPDATE MARCH 2021 
	Area and risk/s
	Actions required
	Individual/s and organisations responsible
	Actions taken to date (26/1/21)
	Update 15 March 2021
	Update 21 May 2021  

	1. B4215 between Trioscape and Keyway
	Roadside drains inadequate for volume of water and/or grip cuts in verges blocked
	GCC Highways
	
	GCC will investigate further later in the year
	GCC have indicated that improvement work will be undertaken over the summer, and on 17 May surveyed the drains. GCC has now contacted Gigaclear to ask them to move their cables so that the ditches can be cleared.

	2.  Properties at river end of Church Lane
	Flooding of river Leadon 
	Liaison between property owners and Environment Agency.
Bob Wolfson to maintain contact.
	
	Property owner has contacted EA – little chance of action – but has taken preventative action for himself
	Property owner has done significant clearance work to the river, and protection work to the house.

	3.  Whitehall Lane: flooding of lane and ingress to barns south of Whitehall Lane
	1. Drains and kerbing on B4215
	GCC Highways
	Drains have been surface cleared but need jetting.
Kerb on northbound carriageway from Roadside Barn to Salcombe Farm is too low, allowing surface water to flow off road
	Drainage much improved by GCC: further work promised for the summer
	GCC have indicated that improvement work will be undertaken over the summer

	
	2. Culvert under the B4215 at Salcombe Farm needs enlarging
	GCC Highways
	
	GCC have identified that IDB (Independent Drainage Board) is responsible for ditch on the Leadon side of the B4215 and that clearing this would help. Lead resident in contact with IDB
	

	
	3.  Run-off from field exacerbated by Severn Trent Water works
	STW
	STW have reported that the owner will be undertaking reinstatement shortly
	STW continue to promise resolution of this, but need to be chased
	Chair has contacted STW and urged prompt action on numerous occasions, and STW has promised action in the near future.

	
	4.  Blocked ditches and grip cuts along Whitehall Lane
	GCC Highways, Gigaclear, riparian owners
	GCC have contacted Gigaclear to undertake work.
Hannah Perry-Gardner to talk to riparian owner and report back to PC
	Meeting between GCC and Gigaclear scheduled for week of 15/3
	No action yet: concern that improving the ditches on Whitehall Lane could increase the risk to the barns by sending more water southwards.

	
	5.  Flooding on Rose Cottage corner
	GCC Highways?
	Hannah Perry-Gardner to talk to property owner/s
	
	

	4. Woodside Cottages
	Flooding as a result of inadequate culvert
	GCC Highways
	GCC will enlarge culvert summer 2021.
Owners will liaise with landowner to clear ditch on other side of B4215
	Likely IDB involvement?
	

	5.  Buttermilk Lane and Old Road properties
	Flooding in part from field behind houses but chiefly from: (1) run-off from Old Road (2) inadequacy of drainage under Buttermilk Lane, exacerbated by (1) run-off of gravel from tip and (2) from the field as in 3.3 above
	GCC Highways





STW
	Ditch to rear of properties is well maintained.
GCC contractors have cleared grit dump, but left excess gravel in and close to the surrounding ditches.

STW have reported that the owner will be undertaking reinstatement shortly
	

GCC will clear this when they are working on the B4215

As above
	

GCC will clear this when they are working on the B4215

As above

	6.  Additional sandbags etc
	
	
	
	
	GCC have undertaken to replenish stock of sandbags at the Village Hall.
Parish Council has made a bid to the District Council for a (free) supply of alternatives to sandbags. Outcome awaited.
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