Rudford and Highleadon 
Annual Parish Assembly
Draft minutes

Which took place on May 24th 2021 at the Village Hall
Starting at 8.30pm
The Annual Parish Assembly, organised by the Parish Council, is an opportunity for any resident to come along and hear what the Parish Council and other organisations in the village have achieved in the last year, and to make suggestions on what you would like to see as priorities for the next year.  It is an informal meeting and a real opportunity for your voice and views to be heard.


1. Record of attendance and apologies for absence. Recording of attendance Parish Councillors Bob Wolfson, Ian Turner, Sten Salisbury, Amanda Bye, Robert Heigham, District Councillor Burford, County Councillor Philip Robinson, 3 members of the public and apologies for absence from Parish Councillors Mark Deane, Hannah Perry-Gardiner and District Councillor Lewis, 

2.  The meeting approved the record of the last Annual Parish Meeting held on 29th April 2019.
3. Report received from Parish Council on their activities over the last year and their plans for the future.
        As attached  

4.   Verbal Report received from County Councillor Philip Robinson
   Responsibilities at County level highlighted
   Highlighted an increase in Highways spending especially re-surfacing and County Councillor priorities    fund. Specifically, the path to the bus shelter (Upleadon) will be discussed with Highways Manager 
   Glos County Council has signed up for the free school meals during half term holiday
   Highlighted the new Crime and Police Commissioner recently elected
   Question – increase in funding for Bridleways and PROWs- will be investigated by CC Robinson
   Question – B4215 resurfacing needed – especially Newent By-pass 
   Chair of Parish Council to register thanks to predecessor 

5.   Verbal Report received from District Councillor Burford 
  Response by the District Council on the Covid 19 crisis noted, whilst the “day-jobs” continued
  The leisure centre has received funding from central government  
  Planning Enforcement team changes noted
  Development Management function reporting significant backlog 
  Local Plan update

6. Representatives from other organisations present were invited to report.
Chair of Village Hall Committee gave a verbal report 
Closed March- November
November onwards has been used by County Council Foster Care service for meetings
£10k business rate grant relief has been received
Market activities -plan (July onwards) to be held in car park via a Market Van – subject to Covid19 restrictions
Some provisional bookings are now being taken including the WI going forward
Flood in Winter has affected the sewage treatment plant and an insurance claim has been made



7. Open discussion on other priorities for the Parish. 
Building by Alison House was mentioned 







Meeting closed at  20.54



The Annual Parish Meeting took place on Monday 29 April 2019 at 7.30 at Rudford & Highleadon Village Hall, Rudford.
AGREED MINUTES


Present
Councillors’ Bob Wolfson (Chairman), Mark Deane, Sten Salisbury, Ian Turner, Robert Heighman and Darrell Wallace
District Councillor Horne
Members of the public 3 (Cyril Amos, Amanda Bye and Alison Heighman)
Representatives from the Women’s Institute (Janet Bond), Highleadon Green Association (Phil Hill) and the Village Hall committee (Penny Wolfson)

The minutes of the meeting:
The Chairman thanked District Councillor Horne for her support of the Parish Council and District Councillor Horne spoke a few words and thanked everyone for their support.  She then left the meeting.
                                     
1. Those present approved the minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting held on 23 April 2018 which were then duly signed.

2. Reports were received from local organisations and representatives on their activities over the last year and their plans for the future.  

· St Mary’s Church Rudford- apologies received.  
Councillor Wolfson and Councillor Salisbury have done some research work on the gravestones and information is available from them.

· Rudford and Highleadon Village Hall. 
The Village Hall Committee have adopted a new constitution. 
Regular activities continue to meet in the hall as well as bookings for family and social events.  
The Village Hall will again be used as the election polling station.  
Monthly markets also take place.  
The Christmas lunch continues to be successful.  
The alarm system and the concrete apron at the front of the building have been replaced. 
The Chair of the Committee gave thanks for the work of the committee members and other volunteers. 
AGM will take place on the 20th May 2019.

· Rudford, Highleadon and Churcham Women’s Institute
There are 23 members 
A varied programme of speakers has been arranged and social events have taken place
Monies raised from 2 cake stalls at the monthly market have gone to chosen charities, this year the Forestry Sensory Group
Monies raised from the remaining 2 cake stalls provide additional funding for the WI group

· Rudford and Highleadon Parish Council
An uncontested election will take place this year but there is still an unfilled vacancy
The Council continue to work with the District Council on Enforcement issues
Illegal encampments continue to occur on Highleadon Green
The Vehicle Activated Sign has continued to be used and thanks were given to William Bye for the analysis of the data
Bus shelter at Trioscape –(South bound)  has been installed and thanks were given to Mr Heighman for building it.
Bus shelter on the North bound is still being considered.  Members of public asked the Council to look at a pathway for moving away from the bus stops. 
Improved broadband speed is coming to the village via Gigaclear
Buttermilk Lane surface grit store has not been used for 18 months but maybe again in the future
Closure of B4215 for STWA appears to have been postponed until after the summer.  Councillor Salisbury had attended a meeting and felt that the amount of local opposition had been instrumental in stopping the initial closure of the road, and that the data from the Vehicle Activated Sign has been very helpful.
Chairman raised concerns of lack of bus stop near Church Lane 
Councillor Heighman introduced the idea of planting commentative specimen trees on the corner of Buttermilk Lane and on the opposite side of the road, and there was support from those present for this idea.

· The Highleadon Green Association
Photographs were distributed on the local fauna and flora found on the common.  
Evidence of more species than previously expected have been found.
Future plans include identifying walk pathways and sowing further wild flower seeds
Volunteers work in groups on maintenance tasks
Pond area has been partially cleared but funding is limited
Litter clearance is an ongoing need

· Annual Police report 
Chairman has summarised a Neighbourhood Watch organisation report and is available if required

3. Open forum took place.

· Agricultural vehicles on highways are causing concern to local residents
· Alison House update given by Chairman of Parish Council 
· Road markings on Buttermilk Lane junction need replacing
· Rumble strip at Highleadon junction is due to be resurfaced


Meeting closed at 20.40 pm

The 2020 Annual Parish Meeting will be scheduled for late April next year


PARISH COUNCIL REPORT
As we were unable to meet in 2020, I have incorporated our activities since May 2019 in this report.

	WHAT WE HAVE TRIED TO DO
	WHAT WE DID (AND PLAN TO DO NEXT)

	Coronavirus lockdown: 
	

	1. Establish a support group
	Working with other village organisations, Council formed a support group to help residents.  In the event, it was barely needed.

	Financial efficiency and probity:
	

	1. Ensure that the precept is used effectively and that any increases are limited
	The precept has remained unchanged for at least four years. Internal auditors have approved the Council’s accounts each year and have raised no issues or concerns

	Planning issues:
	

	1.  Approve straightforward planning permissions
	We always review planning permissions in the Parish, and continue to make comments as necessary: in general terms, the Council makes no objections to residents’ proposals to improve their existing properties provided they do not impact adversely on neighbours.

	2.  Make objections to applications that threaten the well-being of local residents
	Council has been especially active in opposing plans to establish (1) a waste transfer station close to the Parish (2) a shooting facility in Hartpury and (3) the completion of a bungalow built without permission in Church Lane

	3.  Press for the reinstatement of the empty property in the Parish
	The site has now been cleared and Council has been advised that it will be put on the market

	4.  Prevent the illegal dumping of waste in the Parish
	Following the dumping of large quantities of tarmac in May 2020, an injunction – for five years - was placed on the property to prevent further dumping and other activities on the land concerned. Council will press for enforcement action to be taken where appropriate and for the injunction to be extended.

	5. Consider long-term issues for the Parish and wider area, including the District Council’s Local Plan
	Council considered drawing up a Neighbourhood Development Plan, but decided it would not prove good use of the Council’s resources. In responding to the District’s Local Plan 2021-2041, the Council opposed the building of a large settlement in Churcham, and asked that the Council examine how individual Parishes could contribute to the housing needs.

	Improving the local environment:
	

	1. Enhance the area at the centre of the village
	The area at the entrance to Buttermilk Lane and to the north of the bus stop were cleared and eight trees planted in February 2020. These were funded by a grant from the Horticultural Society.

	2.  Support the work of the Highleadon Green Association
	The Council made a grant to the Association in 2019, and in the same year worked with the District Council to minimise an illegal encampment on the Green.

	Highways issues:
	

	1.  Prevent the closure of the B4215 for Severn Trent improvement works
	Council and other agencies worked to ensure that the road was not closed and in the event traffic management proved manageable.

	2.  Maintain the effective use of the Vehicle Activated speed Sign
	Councillors have continued to move and monitor the VAS. From such records and observations as are available, it has had some impact on reducing accidents in the Parish.

	3.  Improve bus stops and access to them in the Parish
	Council has worked with the County Council on the improvement of the stops at Upleadon Turn, Whitehall Lane and Woodside Cottages. It currently has a bid with the County Council to improve the pedestrian access from Upleadon Road to the bus stops. Council decided that the installation of a shelter northbound at this point was not a good use of resources. 

	
	Council’s efforts to improve access to a bus stop for residents of Church Lane have not been successful.

	4. Improve safety and damage to verges in Park Road, Highleadon
	The closure of the A417 at Maisemore for a long period in 2021 (and at other times) has impacted on the residents of Park Road, Highleadon. To date, Council has been unable to achieve more than a promised warning sign in the area.

	Flooding in the Parish:
	

	1. Take steps to reduce the impact of flooding
	In December 2020 some 12 properties were flooded in three separate locations.  Council has worked with residents to address the issues that led to the flooding. There has been some success in improving drainage in the Salcombe Farm area, but more needs to be done, and Council will work with the County Council and the Internal Drainage Board to make further improvements to roadside ditches throughout the Parish and to field ditches where required.

	2. End the problem of water leaks in Church Lane
	Working with residents, Council has pressed Severn Trent Water to fulfil its responsibilities.  This has led to a complaint through the Consumer Council for Water.

	Keeping parishioners informed:
	

	1. Ensure regular updates in The Link
	A summary of the Council’s work is provided for each edition of The Link.

	2. Provide an informative and accessible website
	Council moved its information to a new website in March 2021 and is continuing to add to it

	
	



