Rudford and Highleadon Parish Council
Draft Minutes for the meeting of the above Parish Council
Which took place at 7.30pm on 26 September 2022 at the Village Hall

	1. 
	Council recorded attendance Parish Councillors Bob Wolfson, Amanda Bye, Mark Deane, Sten Salisbury,  Robert Heigham, Stephen Harper, , 2 members of the public & County Councillor Philip Robinson

	0. 
	Apologies for absence & acceptance of reasons for absences recorded: 
District Councillors Phillip Burford and Brian Lewis & Parish Councillor Ian Turner 


	0. 
	Council invited Declarations of Interest related to items in the agenda. -none

	0. 
	Council approved the draft minutes of the meeting held on 25 July 2022.

	0. 
	Public Session -   15 minutes at Chairman’s Discretion. members of the public were invited to questions or comments on matters on the agenda – Comments to be heard during Solar Farm item

	0. 
	Forest of Dean District Council Local Plan: Council determined its response to the most recent edition of the Local Plan, to be submitted following this meeting.
1. Additional houses in Newent: If Newent is expanded by another 600 houses, this will put great pressure on the already busy B4215: how does the Authority plan to manage this?  At the consultation event, the answer of both the officer and Councillor concerned was more or less 'we will of course encourage people to use public transport, but this is very difficult to achieve so broadly you are right to expect the amount of traffic to increase.' This is a very unsatisfactory answer from the perspective of our Parish Council and residents, and we urge the Authority to address this issue.
The P/C are also concerned that during any construction of new developments, construction traffic and contractors will have significant impact on the residents of neighbouring parishes 
2.  Settlement boundaries: why is there no mention of settlement boundaries for those communities that currently don't have them? The answer was 'This isn't a priority for members of the Council.'  Has the Planning Authority encouraged Councillors to consider it or passed on the messages from Parish Councils about it? Without addressing this issue, the Planning Authority is effectively leaving a large number of small communities to atrophy.
3.  Solar Farms: Why has the Planning Authority not included a revised policy on solar farms in the Local Plan?  Our chair was advised that 'You are right that this needs addressing...we haven't got to it yet....in the meantime the planners will use the existing policy, such as it is, in judging current applications.' Again, this is a very inadequate response, given that there are currently proposals to place 750,000 panels on solar farms in an area measuring 7 miles west to east.
While the Parish Council could express views on other elements of the Local Plan, these three are so significant to our residents that we have confined our comments to them, and urge the Planning Authority to address them.



	0. 
	Solar Farms in the area: Councillor Wolfson updated Councillors on the status of the applications in progress.  It was agreed that on behalf of the Council, Councillor Wolfson/Councillor Bye will present a question to the Full council/planning committees 
The four major applications in the area, viz Moat Farm Newent (P2061), Laynes Wood Highleadon (P0265), Murrells End Hartpury (P0271) and Maisemore (Tewkesbury 22/00397/FUL)
1. No application in the Forest of Dean is currently scheduled to go to a planning committee meeting yet. Murrells End is the nearest to be ready, and just might go on October 11. The Moat Farm application is still awaiting the applicant’s environmental assessment. When application/s do go before Committee, the Parish Council can be represented and speak for up to three minutes.
2. The Leader of the District Council has shown greater interest in the issue and it is understood more background strategic work may be undertaken.
3. There is a full Council meeting on October 20 and it would be possible to ask a further public question at that.
4. The local media have been contacted, showed some interest and promised to ‘get back’..
5. MP Mark Harper has declined to reply to correspondence but appeared on Any Questions on September 2 (you can hear this on BBC sounds after 39 minutes) and gave his views on solar. ‘Not on land that can be used to produce food’ ‘stick solar panels on top of big buildings’ and on land that can ‘also be used for grazing’. His agent has been contacted asking if he might now feel able to reply to constituents. He hasn’t.
6. In the past week, the Forest of Dean branch of CPRE has responded to the three Forest applications.  These are the conclusions they have reached in each case:
Moat Farm
For landscape reasons augmented by the loss of arable production capacity, CPRE objects to the proposals and recommends that the application should be refused. 
Murrells End
Because a substantial area of best and most versatile farmland would be taken out of any meaningful agricultural production for decades and there would be a significant loss of landscape enjoyment by users of adjacent public rights of way, CPRE objects to the proposals and recommends that the application should be refused.
Laynes Wood
In view of the severe adverse consequences for users of the intensive network of footpaths in the northern sector of the site CPRE objects to the proposals and believes refusal of the application is justified. We also have concern, as indicated above, about possible adverse consequences for biodiversity if hedgerows or mature trees are affected. 
In all three cases, they have added ‘If the application is permitted then it should be subject to clear and enforceable conditions to restore to its original agricultural state and to retention of its land use planning designation as a 'greenfield' site.’
Members of the public spoke of concerns of the using of arable land for solar farms.  The land historically has been farmed /grazing.  CPRE has now submitted reports on the planning portals 
Questions on the planning process were also asked.

	0. 
	Other planning matters noted: 
a. Enforcement issues at New Bliss Business Centre – no updates
b. Access to land at Dark Barn: response of Planning Authority regarding access – no updates
c. Pending consideration at this time: P0162 – Shooting Ground in Hartpury Parish – no updates
d. 4 Winds – not yet decided

	0. 
	Highways and footpath issues: 
a. Speed limit and safety of pedestrians on the B4215: Councillor Wolfson updated Councillors on progress of application to Community Speed-watch for ANPR sign
Site meeting has been held and position agreed.  Confusion over community speed-watch group still remains
b. Improvements to bridges across the river Leadon: Councillor Wolfson updated Councillors on progress on repairs which has started.
c. Buttermilk Lane grit store: Councillors Deane and Wolfson reported on use of the store during August and September and contacts with County Council Highways on the matter. (see below)
d. Trees in Church Lane – branches are falling down and H&S issue for residents/vehicles.  A works number has been issued. 
e. The fence on Wedderburn Bridge is still waiting for repair/replacement

	0. 
	Correspondence received noted
Email regarding EV points
Gloucestershire County Council are rolling out a programme of EV charging points across the county but quite a few of the on-street locations that have been assessed so far are proving problematic. GCC are seeking locations for assessment – public car parks, village hall car parks and the like where a partnership approach with the council might yield results.   It was suggested that Trio-scape or local petrol station may be interested. 

	0. 
	Financial reports: 
Council approved payments list as presented-salary £162.28 plus wfh £26.00 =£188.27
and clerk expenses £19.80= total £208.08
 HMRC £40.60

	0. 
	Council received County Councillor report
Speed-watch application fund update- CC Robinson has followed up with Deputy Police and Crime Commissioner on the confusion of the scheme
Buttermilk Lane grit store – a meeting was offered by CC Robinson who has made a site visit. Parish Councillors gave detailed information on the traffic disruption caused by the lorries accessing the site.   The dangers of a sub-standard junction were also pointed out.  CC Robinson will meet with the Highways Manager on site on 11th October and to seek an answer to the question if there are any alternative sites.
Parish Councillors also reported the conversations of the work-men who stated that the area is too full, making it very difficult to manoeuvre.  The grit is over-flowing into the drainage ditches.   
Parish councillors asked why this site is set up in this way. Question also asked why a “white noise bleeper” is not fitted to the vehicles in this residential area
The access for the Farmer was also reported as blocked
Other updates:
Delays in Council procedures/cancellation of Tour of Britain cycle race was noted (caused by the recent bereavement of the late Queen) 
Proclamation of the King took place at Shire Hall
Ukraine update 217K visa applications – 1679 in Gloucestershire
£2.47 million as part of UK shared prosperity fund received by GCC to increase adult numeracy over 3-year programme. 
New pilot rural - scheme for public transport – North of Forest of Dean may be able to access scheme 



	0. 
	No District Councillor reports, including Forest of Dean District Council Development Plan were available

	0. 
	Council confirmed the date for meeting of 2022:  28 November 2022  

	0. 
	Minor Items Raised by Members for Future Agenda:
Rubbish has been removed from grit store at Wedderburn Bridge
The safety aspect of the VAS being changed by 1 person noted

	0. 
	Close of meeting at 20.50



















