Rudford and Highleadon Parish Council

Draft minutes of the meeting of the above Parish Council
held at 7.30pm on 23 January 2023 at the Village Hall

	1. 
	Attendance recorded as Parish Councillors Bob Wolfson, Sten Salisbury, Ian Turner, Amanda Bye, Robert Heigham, Stephen Harper, County Councillor Philip Robinson, District Councillors Phillip Burford and 7 members of the public 


	0. 
	Apologies for absence recorded from Parish Councillor Mark Deane & District Councillor Brian Lewis 

	0. 
	Council invited Declarations of Interest related to items in the agenda.  None

	0. 
	Council approved the draft minutes of the meeting held on 28 November 2022.

	0. 
	Public Session -   The public were invited to ask questions/make comments for matters not on the agenda.  For items on the agenda, public were advised that the Chair of the meeting would invite them to make comments at the individual items

	0. 
	Closure of Park Road Highleadon March to May 2023:  Jason Lancaster of Keir Contracting, who will be undertaking the work, was invited to attend to explain why the closure is necessary and how long it is expected to last, and to answer questions from Councillors and the public.  Unfortunately, apologies have now been received along with a detailed response via email
In summary
Plans and information were handed out-March 20th to 30th May in the meeting
It was noted that the works have been postponed from January to March
5 weeks of closure noted and the type of equipment that will be used in the river was explained in that it will be smaller diggers for the road surface but large equipment on the bridge area
The official detour is via the A40 & A417 but this is high risk route for flooding
The emergency services plans and flood alternative routes were highlighted as matters of concerns
Cables to be laid under the road, 
Access and deliveries to individual properties will be maintained
A sign with an emergency phone number is required
County Councillor Robinson gave feedback for clarity
The Lead member for Highways has been consulted & Highways Manager is away but Traffic Manager and Streetways Manager has been involved
It is a service connection and the County Council has little authority to refuse the request 
It is to upgrade the supply to Hartpury University
The contractor and National Grid have been made aware that the road will need to be re-opened if flooding should happen
There has to be access for emergency services 
Questions were raised on how quickly could/would the road be re-opened in a flood situation
District Councillor Burford raised the following
Why can the directional drilling can not be done across fields rather than the road
It was stated that the roads were preferred for maintenance and wayleave costs
It was stated that Hartpury University is aware of the inconvenience but are focused on getting the supply that it needs
Hartpury PC
Road signage is ignored and what happens when vehicles then need to be turned
Signage is not put up far enough back when the roads do flood
Road closure signage is not specific enough to be useful

The Parish Council asked for written confirmation from the County Council of the above points that can be shared in the public domain


	0. 
	Highways and footpath issues: 
a) Speed limit and safety of pedestrians on the B4215: Councillor Wolfson updated Councillors on progress of application to Community Speed watch for ANPR sign.  The proposed service-level agreement was not specific in costs to be incurred.  CC Robinson feedback included that the scheme had been successful and specific contact with the Chair of the Council will be arranged.   It was recommended that the Chair contact other successful parish councillors.  (Longhope, Bromsberrow, Hartpury PC’s were mentioned)
b) Improvements to bridges across the river Leadon- gates still awaited- PROW Officer is being contacted
c) Buttermilk Lane grit store update received
d) Flooding outside Shayle House, Whitehall Lane update -residents have dug out the ditch, the situation will continue to be monitored

	1. 
	Council received County Councillor report based on Highway matters
a) Statistics of filling pot holes, clearing gullies, gritting roads, road re-surfacing
Council raised the concern that the road surfaces are not good with many pot holes
b) “Build-back better fund” £5k for the “bluebell walk” is confirmed for R&HPC (GR14 into Highnam Woods)
  

	2. 
	Solar Farms in the area:
a) Council noted no update on planning applications relating to Moat Farm Newent (P2061), Laynes Wood Highleadon (P0265), Maisemore (Tewkesbury 22/00397/FUL) 
b) Council agreed objection response be submitted regarding Murrells End Hartpury P0271/22/FUL
                Land classified as the best and most versatile land against planning guidance
                Archaeological surveys requested by the Parish Council
c) Council AGREED to accept the proposed community benefit gift from JBM solar that, on the commencement of construction of the Laynes Wood Solar Farm, a sum in excess of £20,000 (to be confirmed by revised estimates) is provided to upgrade the footpath GRU14 into Highnam Woods – see County Councillor “Build back better fund”
d)  Council AGREED a further sum of £82 500 is given to the Parish Council who would administer a fund or seek partners to administer ‘to undertake such energy efficiency improvement measures, or similarly to act as a support system for those most struggling with energy bills…’
Council was advised that the RFO would look at the legal power required for administration of such as fund eg would the Power of General Competency be needed
This is compatible with s106/CIL monies that other Parish Councils receive
The Parish Council confirmed that such an offer does not alter its views of support/objection for this application
Councillors felt that it is a one-off gesture when the solar farm is operational for many decades
Council confirmed it does not object to the Laynes Wood Solar Farm as it is not on good land 
Councillors felt that a partner to administer would be a good strategy
This will be put on the Parish Assembly agenda for public debate



	10
	Planning matters: 
a) Enforcement issues at New Bliss Business Centre: response to the Council’s complaint (circulated)
b) Access to land at Dark Barn: response of Planning Authority regarding access is being pursued and a reply is anticipated by end of January.   Forest of Dean District Council complaints does not allow for complaints of enforcement matters and does not allow complaints to be brought to the Planning Committee
c) P1066 Four Winds Highleadon – still be considered if it is a legal development and has been extended to 3rd February




	11
	Council received District Councillor Burford report
a)     River pollution in River Wye
b)     Environmental issues and working with the other responsibilities of the District Council
c)     Budget for District Council

	12
	Correspondence received -none

	13
	Council approved payments list as presented at meeting including
a. salary £176.41 plus wfh £26= £202.41 
b. Expenses £19.80 (total to be paid is £222.21)
c.  HMRC £44.00


	0. 
	Council confirmed the dates for meetings of 2023:  March 27th and noted this meeting will be the final meeting of the current Council.  
Nominations for election for the new Council to be elected in May open on March 20.
April 17 (Parish Assembly),  
May 22nd  (AGM) as meeting must be held within specified period in Election year 

 July 24, September 25, November 27 to be confirmed at AGM 

	0. 
	Minor Items Raised by Members for Future Agenda: -none

	0. 
	Close of meeting 21.02
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