Rudford and Highleadon Parish Council
Approved Minutes for the meeting of the above Parish Council
Which took place at 7.30pm on 28th March 2022 at the Village Hall

	1. 
	Record those present Parish Councillors Bob Wolfson, Mark Deane, Sten Salisbury, Amanda Bye, Ian Turner, Robert Heigham, County Councillor Philip Robinson, District Councillors Phillip Burford and Brian Lewis – 8 members of the public 

	2. 
	apologies for absence recorded 
Parish Cllr Stephen Harper

	3. 
	Invited Declarations of Interest related to items in the agenda. -none
Council noted that monitoring officer has now asked for new forms from all councillors unless done so in last 2 years- forms need to be emailed to Clerk for signature, who will then forward to Monitoring officer

	4. 
	Council approved the minutes of the meeting held on 24 JANUARY 2022.

	5. 
	Public Session -   

	6. 
	Planning application P0265/22/FUL – Laynes Wood Solar Farm points discussed during the meeting included & then Council agreed its response-
· It was noted community benefit fund £17k has been offered for the walk to Bluebell Woods
· Residents have requested alternative access from B4215 be considered- Glos Highways will need to approve TMP 
· Councillors and members of the public were sceptical around the provision of the green classroom and bio-diversity measures
· The difficulty of enforcement of planning conditions was noted both historically and going forward
· Some of the land is currently used for sheep grazing and there does not appear to be a history of crop growing.  The quality of the land being built on was noted
· Corrosion of soil nutrients and effects of minerals and by leaching of heavy metals, what sort of monitoring and scientific assessment has been made over a long period of time- 
· Water run-off studies /research into leaching over 20 years+
· Glare from the panels and visual effect on properties in neighbouring settlements was of concern
· 8 to 10 times larger than the current site Malswick and the largest in the UK -
· The life-span of the panels and replacement programme for the panels on the site and regeneration of the land was of concern- 
· More solar farms are being indicated in the area and concerns over the saturation of this area.  It was asked if there was a strategic plan at District/County level as some residents have experience of other areas in the Country where one application was permitted and was then followed by more and more sites
· It was felt that such sites have a higher-than average success rate in their planning applications
· District Councillor Burford stated that some sites in the district are virtually invisible from the ground.  He also stated that he would try to get the planning applications to committee on the same day so the committee are aware of the scale of the proposals
· It was stated that the overhead electric pylons are one driver for the locations
· The agenda has been hand-delivered to residents who would be directly affected so they could attend the meeting tonight
Council agreed to make comments as outlined in attached report and to take a neutral position
The Chair of Council would attend the committee to speak on behalf of the community

	7. 
	Council received an update on actions to reduce risk of flooding and remaining actions 
2 remaining actions – clearing of ditch from end of village hall still outstanding 
Independent Drainage Board works not yet completed but are being chased

	8. 
	Council received District Councillor report- Cllr Burford
District Council budget has been passed- Cllr Burford raised some issues regarding balancing budget and additional officer posts
District Plan update


	9. 
	Forest of Dean District Council Development Plan: 
Council agreed consultation with residents on future housing in the parish will take place at the Parish Assembly and this has been publicised on the Village Link.  D.Cllr Burford highlighted that the lack of a settlement boundary may indicate that there would not be a need for growth.  D.Cllr Burford was recommending that parishes such as Rudford should be considered for a settlement boundary to protect against adhoc developments
Land in the District Plan has to go through the SHLAA process eg being identified and available for development – this information is available on the District Council website

	10. 
	Council received District Councillor report- Cllr Lewis
District Council Budget process

	11. 
	Council received County Councillor Robinson report
County Council budget has been approved – £38m increase (7.6% increase) with Council Tax increase of 2.9% 
Build Back Better grant £5k for the footpath to the Bluebell wood appears to be processing well

	12. 
	Planning matters: 
Chair of Parish Council has met with FDDC Head of Service and DC Burford regarding enforcement issues and a further update will follow in May 22.  
a. Enforcement issues at New Bliss Business Centre Head of Service was asked to communicate directly with resident but has not yet done so.
b. Enforcement issues P0165 at Rectory Fields, Church Lane – pending expiry of    injunction in 2025
c. Alison House P1880/21/LD1: noted withdrawal of this application
d. Four Winds, Upleadon Road: construction of outbuilding. Council noted that the guidelines on outbuildings does not restrict this type of construction 
e. Pending consideration at this time: P0162 – Shooting Ground in Hartpury Parish- still outstanding
f. Land for sale at Dark Barn: response of Planning Authority regarding access – Head of Service will go back to planning dept regarding the history of the access point
g. Trioscape P0252/22/FUL noted that the Clerk submitted no responses under delegated authority
h. Murrells End Farm -proposal by Elgin Energy to construct a solar Farm which is currently in pre-application consultation phase – noted
i. Hedge at Coppice Cottage has been removed -noted

	13. 
	Highways issues:
a.  VAS data – Council noted the recent analysis -Thanks were recorded to William Bye for recorded data and Chair has sent data to office of Police Commissioner who will be looking at further Speed Camera recording/enforcement in the area. 
b.   Footpath GR14 “footpath to Bluebell wood” update on application to the Build Back Better Fund – see CC Robinson report/JMB Community Fund
     Damaged Tree removal update from PROW officer noted 
c.  	Road sign at Orchard House update, Park Road – still outstanding “ongoing vehicles in middle of road and black/white bollards”

	14. 
	Correspondence received as distributed by email to Councillors
a. Newent Pc regarding liaison over P0265/22/FUL – Laynes Wood Solar Farm- Clerk to send copy of the report agreed at this meeting

	15. 
	Queens Jubilee update – Cllr Bye 
Working party has met and agreed 
Village Hall for Sunday 5th June – “bring and share lunch” including Bouncy Castle. 
Advertising print of colour flyer, posters in noticeboards etc- 
Village Hall committee have been asked to contribute towards costs and it was asked if the Parish Council can Match fund. It was questioned if any positive balance would be returned to its source or donated to another charity. 
costs involved so far approx. £100 
Proposal that PC make a donation of £100 to the Jubilee celebration not required will be returned to the PC/Seconded and agreed.   Donation will be made to Cllr Bye who will submit receipts

	16. 
	Financial reports: 
Council approved the financial reports and payments list as attached
Council approved salary increase of 20p per hour in line with NALC national salary scales back dated to 1/4/21
Council approved GAPTC £72.80 (noting a saving of £6.15 for qualified Clerk)
Council approved independent internal auditor- Ian Selkirk
Microsoft licence agreed in the region of £47 pa (3 year package agreed if more financially advantagous)

	17. 
	GAPTC training opportunities for Councillors’ update – Cllr Bye and Cllr Harper noted

	18. 
	Council confirmed the dates for the remainder of meetings in 2022: 25 April (Parish Meeting), 23 May (Parish Council AGM), 25 July, 26 September, 28 November.  All to be held at 7.30pm  at Rudford and Highleadon Village Hall.

	19. 
	Minor Items Raised by Members for Future Agenda:
Planning applications- Clerk to forward with name of site
Discussed if it was feasible for Planning applications to go in Link Magazine 

	20. 
	Close of meeting 21.00
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