Rudford and Highleadon Parish Council
Approved Minutes for the meeting of the above Parish Council
Which Took place at 7.30pm on 24 January 2022 at the Village Hall

	1. 
	Attendance recorded Parish Councillors Bob Wolfson, Mark Deane, Sten Salisbury, Amanda Bye, Ian Turner, Robert Heigham, District Councillor Phillip Burford, Steve Harper (after co-option joined the Parish Council) - 4 members of the public- County Councillor Philip Robinson (arrived at 19.58),

	2. 
	apologies for absence & acceptance of reasons for absences District Councillor Brian Lewis

	3. 
	Council co-opted Steven Harper as a Parish Councillor and signed the acceptance of office

	4. 
	Council invited Declarations of Interest related to items in the agenda. 
Road sign at Orchard House -Cllr Bye
Alison House – Cllr Wolfson
Flooding – Cllr Harper
Council noted that monitoring officer has now asked for new forms from all councillors unless done so in last 2 years

	5. 
	Council approved the minutes of the meeting held on 22 November 2021.

	6. 
	Public Session  -  Chair of Village Hall stated that surveys have been sent to all households and requested that they be returned
No other comments raised

	7. 
	Council received District Councillor report
Platinum Jubilee update from District Council- working party has been set up
District Council completed purchase of “5 acre” site
Budget proposals through cabinet and scrutiny – forecast deficit zero and is now out for consultation.
Key features highlighted -Publica cost savings and spending proposal for additional officer for “green based”
Chair of Council stated that the Village Hall could store lightweight polling booths within the village hall, which may enable some savings at election times (Andrew Nott is the officer responsible)
Note on recent press reports

	8. 
	Forest of Dean District Council Development Plan: Councillor Wolfson reported on the most recent Cross-Parish group
New documents regarding parishes without settlement boundaries and housing increase possibilities- eg dispersal model
FDDC looking at similar model in Herefordshire
DC Burford gave an update from the DC perspective of the Local Plan and the way forward for dispersal of growth throughout the District, before local parish consultations can take place
Questions were asked on likely percentage needed to meet targets and if affordable housing would be included.
The plan has to be completed before April 2023 otherwise it will stall with local elections being anticipated
The role of the Parish Council could be to undertake a consultation on a dispersal or single settlement models and the practicalities of where/how many would be practical.  
Question can the PC suggest a settlement boundary to the District Council?  DC Burford said that providing the PC was mindful of the criteria, the PC could suggest its own ideas but there are timing issues to be considered.
The District Local plan is not out of date but does not show a 5 year land supply which leaves the FDDC exposed
NEXT AGENDA ITEM -consultation of Local Residents


	9. 
	Council received County Councillor report
Cabinet has agreed a proposed budget for 22/23 £520million +7, in budgets 6% increase including education and highway schemes.  County Councillors will again have £30k pa for next 5 years for individual projects, Community speed watch fund for projects.  It is going back to County Council for approval but the provisional budget is showing Council tax will increase by 2.99% for households
Police Commissioner meeting held last week at Hartpury Village Hall was held with the deputy PCC attending included Glos Highway concerns.
Build Back Better scheme update including 5 bids received and have been successful
Glos CC issues for village hall hire was mentioned (to inform Councillors) but not felt to be appropriate in a PC meeting

	10. 
	Council received an update on actions to reduce risk of flooding and remaining actions (see chart attached).
Leak in Church Lane has been accepted in writing to be the responsibility of STWA
CC has yet to clear the ditch which effects properties on Old Road
Internal Drainage Board representatives have met with Chair of Council and were clear that the culvert under the road at Woodside Cottage needs to be increased and Glos CC managers have been included in correspondence
B4215 culvert by Salcombe Farm, the IDB has offered to do some work but is waiting for riparian owner’s response
Floodsax and snakes have been received and distributed to residents

	11. 
	Planning matters: 
a. Enforcement issues at New Bliss Business Centre – update being chased
b. Enforcement issues P0165 at Rectory Fields, Church Lane- update received and correspondence is being followed up.  The Council highlighted the injunction in place
c. Alison House P1880/21/LD1: response of Planning Authority to Parish Council questions and further action/s- still awaited but FDDC holding decision until the PC receives answers to its questions- additional meeting may be necessary
d. Rose Cottage, Whitehall Lane P1991/21/FUL: noted that the Parish Council    determined to make no comment
e. Four Winds, Upleadon Road: construction of outbuilding. (see advice attached) 
          Rear of the house and less than 4m to the ridge may be allowed under permitted development- Any concerns should be referred to FDDC planning dept- PC no further action
f. Pending consideration at this time: P0162 – Shooting Ground in Hartpury Parish
g. Land for sale at Dark Barn: response of Planning Authority regarding access- FDDC state that concerns are out of time, which is disputed by the PC and the opening was shut up as a planning condition. The Enforcement officer will not proceed.  The specific condition was that the gateway was shut up and a sapling hedge was planted.  It now appears that the gateway is being opened up.  Specific planning conditions will need new applications to overturn planning conditions.
h. JBM Solar's proposals for Laynes Wood Solar Farm: timetable for planning application and potential community benefit contribution – no planning application has been submitted yet therefore an additional meeting may be necessary

	12. 
	Highways issues:
a.  Path to the bus stops at Highleadon Green: completion confirmed and further drainage needed.  Drainage from the pond into the culvert  will be done this month– final costs after claiming VAT will be funding from £3k from County Council £1k from PC and £800 from Highleadon Green Association
b.   Footpath GR14 – Councillors considered making application to the Build Back Better Fund- 630-650m needed – 3 quotations received which are time-sensitive.  JBM community benefit contribution may be a possibility, and Council agreed to submit a Build Back Better application.  Questions on good-value for public finance, level of use and protection from mis-use.  It was stated it would form a circular route from Whitehall Lane, Kites Nest Lane at Bulley.  It leads to Bluebell woods in Spring time.  
      It was questioned if this was within the budget of JBM community benefit fund
      It was questioned if there were any other projects to be considered
      It was suggested that it would be advisable to begin the Build Back Better application, even if it was in principle only at this stage (£5k).  It may be possible to allocate more if there is funding from other sources.  Build Back Better funding would not be released until the project was funded and able to go ahead.  
  It was agreed to go ahead with the Build Back Better Build
  Later in the meeting it was noted that there is a tree fallen over and has been reported to PROW’s officer -Clerk to report again
c.  	Road sign at Orchard House, Park Road-  Further Sign recommended needs to be funded by GCC and also noted bollards are being knocked over and need replacing- refer to Glos Highways
d.  Speed awareness data from VAS to be shared with contact made at Police Commissioner roadshow in October

	13. 
	Correspondence received as distributed by email to Councillors
a. Newent-Gloucester cycleway: request for support of the Parish Council for the proposed extension to the Newent cycle loop.- Hooks Lane link- and Murrells end at Hartpury 
 Council agreed to support without financial contribution
b.  Correspondence from resident distributed by e-mail- all matters have been answered or are within these minutes
c.   Correspondence re Platinum Jubilee – Parish Council considered if they wished to be involved in a “parish organisations group” to arrange something- Cllr Bye will lead for the Parish Council. 
      District Council are planting trees and suggested planting areas can be made to FDDC
      Village Hall would be available at no cost, but the Village Hall Committee will not be organising an event this time. 

	14. 
	Financial reports: Council approved the financial reports and payments list as attached

	15. 
	Councillor Wolfson reported on meeting with representatives of St Mary’s Church, Rudford regarding financial support for the maintenance of the churchyard- Sharing of interpretation and the Powers of Parish Council noted

	16. 
	Council confirmed the dates for the remainder of meetings in 2022: 28 March, 25 April (Parish Meeting), 23 May (Parish Council AGM), 25 July, 26 September, 28 November.  All to be held at 7.30 at Rudford and Highleadon Village Hall.

	17. 
	Minor Items Raised by Members for Future Agenda:
Property in Buttermilk Lane is up for auction


	18. 
	Close of meeting 21.02
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