agreed minutes for the meeting of the above Parish Council held at 7.30pm on 
26th October 2021 at the Village Hall 
1. Record of those present Parish Councillors Bob Wolfson, Mark Deane, Sten Salisbury, Amanda Bye, Hannah Perry-Gardiner, Ian Turner, Robert Heigham, County Councillor Philip Robinson, District Councillors Phillip Burford and Brian Lewis, 3 members of the public

2. Apologies for absence & acceptance of reasons for absences recorded - none
 
3. Invitation for Declarations of Interest relating to items in the agenda. Councillors Turner & Heigham declared an interest as volunteers on the canal line.

4. Approved the minutes of the meeting held on 27th September 2021.

5. Invited Guest (Adam Withers) spoke on JBM Solar's proposals for Laynes Wood Solar Farm
· Consultation process leading to submission of planning application including drop ins, parish council meetings, local press advertising campaign
· Leaflets distributed and sign-post to on-line materials
· Context including history of company, current business model, climate change agenda and visual impact challenges
Slide presentation (which will be sent to Parish Council to distribute to aid visual clarity) 
        Current and future projects identified
        Key facts on this project –
· Seeking a 40 year permission from potential start date 2023
· 280 acres
· Battery and energy generating scheme
· Generate energy for over 20k homes (averaged over year)
· Gold standard energy developers including bio-diversity schemes on site
· 72 trees, 2.5km hedgerows, wild flower meadow, bee hives, bird and bat boxes
· Outdoor classroom (not a building)
· Community benefit fund (not statutory requirement) applications will be sought which may be considered including those linking to sustainability
· Map of proposed site
· Pre-application discussions with District Council 
· Photographs of examples of different sites
· Visualisation of site when completed and after re-growth
         Local benefits
· National benefits of Solar energy/ Climate Change agenda
· Flooding prevention including planting schemes, slow water flow, adjusting ground level
· PROWS retained across site and will be enhanced by width and accessibility
· Outside Class room (not a building) for community benefit and will be part of planning enforcement conditions, potential for local groups to facility sessions
· Bio-diversity
· Community Benefit fund
       Next Steps
· Review feedback
· Amendments of designs
· Potential planning submission November 2021 
· Ongoing discussions with local Councils





6. Public Session Q & A  at  Chairman’s Discretion.

	
	Questions
	Answers

	(PC Turner)
	Source of panels
	China

	Bio-diversity (PC Bye)
	Who will run outdoor classroom
	Sponsorship of “Good Bee group”

	(PC Bye)
	Would outdoor classroom be open to other local groups such as Brownies etc
	Absolutely open to suggestions (leaflets distributed)

	(PC Turner)
	Dimension of battery units
	Same size as inverters

	(PC Deane)
	Are new ponds to be installed to encourage newts
	2 surveys have indicated great crested newts and habitats will be enhanced

	(PC Heigham)
	Are sheep used for grass management or chemicals
	Chemicals will not be used and sheep grazing is preferred dominate form and mechanical backup for weed control
Local landowners are given licenses for sheep grazing

	CC Robinson
	Water from Levy rumour 
	Not planned

	Designated area (PC Heigham)
	Is it open to alterations
	amendments are envisaged

	
	Specific area pointed out by Cllrs
	Legal ownerships influence site area and acceptable areas discussed with FODDC

	Drainage (PC Heigham)
	Can drainage go into the canal
	The company do not have permissions to discharge into the canal but swift and swales will be used to slow the flow

	Building phasing (PC Bye)
	Will the construction be built in phasing
	One 6 month period is planned for construction
There is not a lot of construction needed on this site

	(PC Wolfson)
	Will construction be direct employees or contractors
	JMB are designers, schemes are then sold to buyer (capital investment fund or power provider), buyer then own the site and kit and the buyer then contract another company to build the site.
JMB are therefore not responsible for site after the planning permission is gained


	(PC Wolfson)
	Responsibility of JMB being handed over to new owners after permission is obtained
	JMB reputation is important to them.
Planning conditions are enforceable

	Access point (PC Salisbury)
	Access road and local knowledge on accidents in area
	Access point given by Glos Highways. JMB investigating history and Glos Highways will be leading authority on any TPO, or other site safety issues requirement

	Site management (PC Salisbury)
	Traffic management
	1 per hour HGV movements

	Visual impact (DC Lewis)
	How many households can see the site
	Precise number not available and consultation has tried to target specific households that may be in sight line (8 or 9 houses have been identified so far) 
Specific houses along B3215 have been spoken to individually and design changes likely



Public session closed at 20.32- meeting suspended and then reconvened at 20.38pm

            Parish Council discussed information given during the public session 
Timing of application and cycle of Parish Council meetings
Contact with residents that may be directly affected
Parish/Towns effected noted as Newent and Rudford & Highleadon
Access points and highway issues during the construction period and the operating of the site going forward
Contact details for emergency events
Ongoing ownership of project caused concern


7. Date of next meeting:  22 November 2021 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall noted

8. Minor Items Raised by Members: 
Overnight road closure notice noted
New highway signage noted
Water leaks in the Parish noted

Meeting closed  20.47pm
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