Rudford and Highleadon 
Annual Parish Assembly
April 17th 2023
At 7.30pm in the Village Hall

The Annual Parish Assembly, organised by the Parish Council, is an opportunity for any resident of the parish to come along and hear what the Parish Council and other organisations in the village have achieved in the last year, and to make suggestions on priorities for the next year.  It is an informal meeting and an opportunity for parishioners’ views to be heard.

Agenda
1. Welcome from Chair of Parish Council
2. Approval of draft minutes from 2021 Parish Assembly
3. Report from the Chair of the Parish Council
4. Members of the public are invited to express their view on the following initiatives currently being considered by the Parish Council
· APNR system
· Laynes Wood community benefit

5. Report from the Village Hall Committee to be followed by discussion on the future of the Village Hall
6. Reports from any other represented organisations
7. Open forum for residents 
8. Close of meeting
     

Rudford and Highleadon 
Annual Parish Assembly
April 25th 2022 
At 7.30pm in the Village Hall
The Annual Parish Assembly, organised by the Parish Council, is an opportunity for any resident to come along and hear what the Parish Council and other organisations in the village have achieved in the last year, and to make suggestions on what you would like to see as priorities for the next year.  It is an informal meeting and a real opportunity for your voice and views to be heard.


1.  Attendance recorded as Parish Councillors Bob Wolfson, Ian Turner, Sten Salisbury, Amanda Bye, Robert Heigham, Steve Harper and District Councillor Brian Lewis. 4 members of the public and District Councillor Philip Burford attended at 20.10

2. Apologies for absence received, County Councillor Philip Robinson & Parish Councillor Mark Deane 

3.  Council approved minutes of previous Annual Parish Meeting held on 24th May 2021.
4. Report received from the Chairman of the Parish Council on its activities over the last year and its plans for the future.
Focused on the completed project of building of path near Trio-scape and flooding incidents in the Parish, the liaison work undertaken by the Council, works done for prevention by other agencies and actions taken by local residents
Future plans- potential 3 solar farms and potential for future housing in the parish

5. Verbal Report received from District Councillor Lewis
Appointments/arrangements made over the last 12 months
2 key issues still being dealt with – “Five A5 acre site” (Coleford) for district council development as a Leisure Centre and the Forward Development Plan – focusing on obtaining future land housing supply and the different strategies that have been proposed/withdrawn over the last 12 months
District Council funding and future difficulties
   District Council Elections will take place in May 2023 
  District Councillor Burford gave his verbal report later (see below)

6.    Representatives from other organisations present were invited to report.
    Village Hall Chair gave a verbal update including effect of Covid on bookings and bBirthday parties have been re-started recently. New booking strands have been identified such as GCC and a weekly band practice.
     Works done included sewage repairs and electrical works
     Sustainability of the management of the Hall have been the subject of public consultation and there remains concerns over the sustainability of the organising /operating side 
     Rudford Church representative gave a verbal update including information of retreats, burials and weddings that have taken place.  Regular service takes place on one Wednesday/Sunday per month
     Fund raising initiatives takes place during the year.  A new Vicar has been appointed and will take up the role in SeptemberOctober
     Cllr Bye gave an update on the planned Platinum Jubilee celebrations and thanked the Parish Council for the donation
     
     
      



7. Open discussion on other priorities for the Parish. 
Solar Farms- JBM planning application was discussed at the previous PC meeting and the Council has registered comments but no objection, which reflected the lack of public concern registered with the Parish Council and the District Council Planning portal
The suggested 3 solar farms in the near Parishes, are subject to consultation by 5 neighbouring parishes and the Rudford and Highleadon Parish Council have agreed to work with neighbouring parishes

A member of the public raised concerns over the lack of the District Council intention to consider the cumulative effect of 3 applications
District Cllr Burford attended at this point
Member of the public noted the dates of meetings of the other local Parishes to agree to joint working.
Concern was expressed over the methods of consultation that JBM are using to register public consultation comments on the planning portal may be seen to be swamping out more varied comments of the public
Member of the public has requested some reduction in acreage to create some separation from properties in Kent’s Green.  He also raised comments regarding noise levels 24/7 
Question of the 3 proposed sites and the total acres was asked = approx. 650 acres
It was commented that an environment impact study has been noted for a 4th site in Taynton
The Parish Council understand the need for and the strategic solution for solar farms but there were serious concerns over the number and locations of the possible sites being mooted
Member of the public raised the question of good quality land being used for solar farms.  

The size and scale of solar farms needed for economic reasons, planning system legalities were noted

District Councillor Burford gave his verbal report (item 5)
Post Covid returning to work
Effect of the political makeup of the District Council on decision making and implementation of policies
The build-up to the 2023 elections 
Received £20million investment through the Build-Back Better /Levelling up funding 
Statutory functions of the District Council including planning, enforcement, benefit advice, land searching etc are experiencing major delays
Local Plan consultation, strategicy planning and potentiallly way forward may include a variety of strategies
Potential of Solar Farms in the area, the cumulative effect & environmental issues to be considered in these matters

Other matters raised to District Councillor Burford
Settlement boundaries, NDP and the future sustainability of the Parish was raised by the Council 

Chair of the Council summarised the content of the meeting



Meeting closed at 20.50



[bookmark: _Hlk131490159]Approved minutes of the Parish Assembly

Which took place on May 24th 2021 at the Village Hall
Starting at 8.30pm
The Annual Parish Assembly, organised by the Parish Council, is an opportunity for any resident to come along and hear what the Parish Council and other organisations in the village have achieved in the last year, and to make suggestions on what you would like to see as priorities for the next year.  It is an informal meeting and a real opportunity for your voice and views to be heard.


Record of attendance and apologies for absence. Recording of attendance Parish Councillors Bob Wolfson, Ian Turner, Sten Salisbury, Amanda Bye, Robert Heigham, District Councillor Burford, County Councillor Philip Robinson, 3 members of the public and apologies for absence from Parish Councillors Mark Deane, Hannah Perry-Gardiner and District Councillor Lewis, 

 The meeting approved the record of the last Annual Parish Meeting held on 29th April 2019.
Report received from Parish Council on their activities over the last year and their plans for the future.

  Verbal Report received from County Councillor Philip Robinson
   Responsibilities at County level highlighted
   Highlighted an increase in Highways spending especially re-surfacing and County Councillor priorities    fund. Specifically, the path to the bus shelter (Upleadon) will be discussed with Highways Manager 
   Glos County Council has signed up for the free school meals during half term holiday
   Highlighted the new Crime and Police Commissioner recently elected
   Question – increase in funding for Bridleways and PROWs- will be investigated by CC Robinson
   Question – B4215 resurfacing needed – especially Newent By-pass 
   Chair of Parish Council to register thanks to predecessor 

  Verbal Report received from District Councillor Burford 
  Response by the District Council on the Covid 19 crisis noted, whilst the “day-jobs” continued
  The leisure centre has received funding from central government  
  Planning Enforcement team changes noted
  Development Management function reporting significant backlog 
  Local Plan update

Representatives from other organisations present were invited to report.
Chair of Village Hall Committee gave a verbal report 
Closed March- November
November onwards has been used by County Council Foster Care service for meetings
£10k business rate grant relief has been received
Market activities -plan (July onwards) to be held in car park via a Market Van – subject to Covid19 restrictions
Some provisional bookings are now being taken including the WI going forward
Flood in Winter has affected the sewage treatment plant and an insurance claim has been made

Open discussion on other priorities for the Parish. 
Building by Alison House was mentioned 


Meeting closed at  20.54
