Rudford and Highleadon Parish Council

Agenda for the meeting of the above Parish Council
to take place at 7.30pm on 22 November 2021 at the Village Hall

1. To note all present, apologies for absence & acceptance of reasons for absences.
Anticipated attendance Parish Councillors Bob Wolfson, Mark Deane, Sten Salisbury, Amanda Bye, Hannah Perry-Gardiner, Ian Turner, Robert Heigham, County Councillor Philip Robinson, District Councillors Phillip Burford and Brian Lewis

0. To note the resignation of Councillor Hannah Perry-Gardiner and confirm arrangements for   her replacement.

0. To receive Declarations of Interest related to items in the agenda.

0. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 26 October 2021.

0. Public Session  -   15 minutes at Chairman’s Discretion.

0. To note actions to reduce risk of flooding and remaining actions (see chart below agenda).

0. Planning matters: 
a. Enforcement issues at New Bliss Business Centre
b. Enforcement issues P0165 at Rectory Fields, Church Lane
c. P0939 – Laynes Farn – conversion of barn: application withdrawn
d. Pending consideration at this time: P0162 – Shooting Ground in Hartpury Parish
e. Land for sale at Dark Barn
f. JBM Solar's proposals for Laynes Wood Solar Farm


0. Forest of Dean District Council Development Plan: Councillor Wolfson to report on the first meeting of the Community Forum and most recent Cross-Parish group

 9.           Highways issues:
a.            Progress on the path to the bus stops at Highleadon Green – Councillor Wolfson to report
b.           Footpath GR14 – Councillors to consider making application to the Build Back Better Fund
c.           Water leak in Church Lane – Councillor Wolfson to report

10.        Correspondence received as distributed by email to Councillors
a.           https://www.local.gov.uk/our-support/guidance-and-resources/civility-public-life
b.          Standards Complaints Reminder of Role of MO 

11.         Financial reports: Council to approve the financial reports and payments list as attached
12.  Council to approve the precept/budget for 2022/23 (see attached)
13. Council to consider request for a grant towards the maintenance of the Church yard.  (RFO to advise)
14. Council to note independent audit is completed with no issues raised
15. Council to receive County and District Councillor reports
16. Date of next meeting:  24 January 2022 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall
17. Minor Items Raised by Members for Future Agenda:

Meeting to be closed




REDUCING FLOOD RISK IN RUDFORD
RUDFORD AND HIGHLEADON PARISH COUNCIL: FLOODING UPDATE NOVEMBER 2021   
	Area and risk/s
	Actions required
	Individual/s and organisations responsible
	Update November 2021

	1. B4215 between Trioscape and Keyway
	Roadside drains inadequate for volume of water and/or grip cuts in verges blocked
	GCC Highways
	GCC has reported that this work has now been completed

	2.  Properties at river end of Church Lane
	Flooding of river Leadon 
	Liaison between property owners and Environment Agency.
	Property owner has done significant clearance work to the river, and protection work to the house.

	3.  Whitehall Lane: flooding of lane and ingress to barns south of Whitehall Lane
	1. Drains and kerbing on B4215 
Drains have been surface cleared but need jetting.
	GCC Highways
	GCC has reported that this work has now been completed and drainage should be effective

	
	2. Culvert under the B4215 at Salcombe Farm needs enlarging or other approaches to reduce volume of water at crossing point
	GCC Highways and Internal Drainage Board
	IDB have been contacted for advice and response is awaited

	
	3.  Run-off from field exacerbated by Severn Trent Water works
	STW
	Field has been reinstated

	4. Woodside Cottages
	Flooding as a result of inadequate culvert
	GCC Highways
	GCC has given assurances that the Council will continue to seek ways to address this issue. Recently, the ditch on the southbound side has been cleared, which will improve things.

	5.  Buttermilk Lane and Old Road properties
	Flooding in part from field behind houses but chiefly from: (1) run-off from Old Road (2) inadequacy of drainage under Buttermilk Lane, exacerbated by (1) run-off of gravel from tip and (2) from the field as in 3.3 above
	Ditch to rear of properties is well maintained.
GCC Highways to clear this
STW
	
This work has yet to be completed, and GCC is aware of this – due to be completed w.b. 11 October but was not done
Field has now been reinstated

	6.  Additional sandbags etc
	
	
	Additional sandbags now received and stored at rear of Table Tennis Club

Hydrosax and snakes received  from FoDDC and distributed to vulnerable households that requested them






Financial reports for November 21 meeting
	16/11/2021
	CASH BOOK
	
	

	DATE
	PAYEE
	CURRENT A/C
	CURRENT A/C TOTAL FOR YEAR TO DATE

	01/04/2021
	
	
	4707.56

	06/04/2021
	GAPTC
	-71.81
	4635.75

	27/04/2021
	SALARY
	-155.64
	4480.11

	27/04/2021
	HMRC
	-38.80
	4441.31

	27/04/2021
	MICROSOFT
	-59.99
	4381.32

	16/04/2021
	PRECEPT
	4000.00
	8381.32

	01/06/2021
	RUDFORD VILLAGE HALL
	-13.50
	8367.82

	01/06/2021
	CAME AND CO
	-358.19
	8009.63

	01/06/2021
	EXPENSES
	-64.80
	7944.83

	01/06/2021
	SALARY
	-155.64
	7789.19

	08/06/2021
	hmrc
	-38.80
	7750.39

	08/06/2021
	pata payroll (20/21)
	-95.00
	7655.39

	07/07/2021
	SALARY
	-155.44
	7499.95

	02/07/2021
	hmrc
	-39.00
	7460.95

	07/07/2021
	RUDFORD VILLAGE HALL
	-13.50
	7447.45

	28/07/2021
	HMRC
	-43.20
	7404.25

	28/07/2021
	SALARY
	-172.72
	7231.53

	28/07/2021
	expenses
	-63.40
	7168.13

	02/08/2021
	SWARCO
	-152.03
	7016.10

	27/08/2021
	salary
	-159.81
	6856.29

	27/08/2021
	HMRC
	-40.00
	6816.29

	27/09/2021
	salary
	-197.01
	6619.28

	27/09/2021
	HMRC
	-39.80
	6579.48

	27/10/2021
	Salary/wfh
	-185.81
	6393.67

	27/10/2021
	hmrc
	-40.00
	6353.67

	27/10/2021
	pata  payroll (21/22)
	-95.00
	6258.67

	26/10/2021
	RUDFORD VILLAGE HALL
	-15.00
	6243.67

	16/11/2021
	I selkirk
	-150.00
	6093.67

	27/09/2021
	RUDFORD VILLAGE HALL
	-15.00
	6078.67



To be approved

	27/10/2021
	
	Salary/wfh
	Pd
	-185.81

	27/10/2021
	
	hmrc
	Pd
	-40.00

	27/10/2021
	
	pata  payroll (21/22)
	Pd
	-95.00

	26/10/2021
	
	RUDFORD VILLAGE HALL
	Pd
	-15.00

	27/09/2021
	
	RUDFORD VILLAGE HALL
	pd
	-15.00

	16/11/2021
	
	I selkirk
	
	-150.00

	22/11/21
	
	Salary and wfh
	
	

	22/11/21
	
	Expenses (travel and printing)
	
	36.85

	22/11/21
	
	HMRC
	
	










	BANK RECONCILATION
	OPENING BANK BALANCE
	4707.56
	

	01/04/2021
	EXPENDITURE FOR PERIOD
	-2628.89
	

	
	INCOME FOR PERIOD
	4000.00
	

	
	
	
	

	
	BANK BALANCE
	
	6078.67

	28/08/2021
	BAL PER S/M 
	6816.29
	

	27/09/2021
	salary
	-197.01
	

	27/09/2021
	HMRC
	-39.80
	

	27/10/2021
	salary
	-185.81
	

	27/10/2021
	hmrc
	-40.00
	

	27/10/2021
	pata  payroll (21/22)
	-95.00
	

	26/10/2021
	RUDFORD VILLAGE HALL
	-15.00
	

	16/11/2021
	I selkirk
	-150.00
	

	27/09/2021
	RUDFORD VILLAGE HALL
	-15.00
	

	
	
	
	

	balance per cash book
	
	6078.67




	RESERVES
	Bfwd 2020/21
	4045.17
	

	General reserves
	2020/21
	547.19
	

	Total General reserves
	 
	4592.36
	·         Note –Auditors advise that Councils should keep one year’s precept in general reserves as a contingency fund.  This target is now met

	Earmarked tree reserves
	c/fwd
	115.2
	·         Any projects that require funding over more than 1 year should carry forward balances as earmarked reserves

	 
	 
	 
	

	total reserves as per bank 1/4/21
	 
	4707.56
	




Expenditure not planned but in process- footpath at Highleadon bus stop – PC agreed to support to limit of £1k from general reserves subject to receiving £3k from County Councillor funding




Year to date /budget
	BUDGET ANALYSIS
	BUDGET
	44516
	BALANCE AVAILABLE TO SPEND
	

	PRECEPT
	4000
	4000
	0
	

	GRANT FOR TREES
	
	0
	0
	

	INCOME
	4000
	4000
	0
	

	EXPENSES
	
	
	
	

	salary
	2400
	1399
	1001
	

	HIRE OF VENUE
	200
	57
	143
	

	SUBSCRIPTION TO GAPTC
	80
	72
	8
	

	TRAINING
	220
	0
	220
	Unlikely to spend all

	INSURANCE
	350
	358
	-8
	

	USE OF HOME/ mileage /postage/ stationery
	330
	191
	139
	

	TREES
	115
	0
	115
	Unlikely to spend

	BUS SHELTER
	0
	0
	0
	

	DONATIONS S137
	0
	0
	0
	No budget has been set aside for grants/donations

	VAS costs
	142
	152
	-10
	

	audit fees
	
	150
	-150
	

	Neighbourhood D P
	
	0
	

	ADMINISTRATION COSTS
	153
	250
	-97
	Included PATA payroll for 2 years and Microsoft licence

	PREDICTED SURPLUS
	10
	
	10
	

	EXPENDITURE TOTAL
	4000
	2629
	1371
	

	balance available
	0
	1371
	 
	




Council are advised that the Parish Council do not have the legal power to contribute to Churches or grave yards (active) .  




















Budget /precept proposals for 2022/23
	BUDGET ANALYSIS
	BUDGET
	16/11/2021
	budget for 2022/23
	

	PRECEPT
	4000
	4000.00
	4200
	5% inflation increase

	GRANT FOR TREES
	
	0.00
	
	

	INCOME
	4000.00
	4000.00
	
	

	EXPENSES
	
	
	
	

	salary
	2400
	1398.67
	2518
	2398*5%

	HIRE OF VENUE
	200
	57.00
	120
	£15 pm x8

	SUBSCRIPTION TO GAPTC
	80
	71.81
	80
	

	TRAINING
	220
	0.00
	220
	new cllrs

	INSURANCE
	350
	358.19
	360
	

	USE OF HOME/ mileage and stationery
	330
	191.20
	400
	£26 x 12+£9x6

	TREES
	115
	0.00
	0
	

	BUS SHELTER
	0
	0.00
	100
	repair/replace - earmark balance

	DONATIONS S137
	0
	0.00
	0
	

	VAS costs
	142
	152.03
	160
	

	audit fees
	
	150.00
	150
	

	Neighbourhood D P
	
	0
	

	ADMINISTRATION COSTS
	153
	249.99
	250
	£95 pata/£65 mircosoft

	PREDICTED SURPLUS
	10
	
	
	

	EXPENDITURE TOTAL
	4000
	2628.89
	4358
	

	balance available
	0.00
	1371.11
	158
	overspend


















	BUDGET ANALYSIS
	BUDGET
	16/11/2021
	BALANCE AVAILABLE TO SPEND

	PRECEPT
	4000
	4000.00
	0.00

	GRANT FOR TREES
	
	0.00
	0.00

	INCOME
	4000.00
	4000.00
	0.00

	EXPENSES
	
	
	

	salary
	2400
	1398.67
	1001.33

	HIRE OF VENUE
	200
	57.00
	143.00

	SUBSCRIPTION TO GAPTC
	80
	71.81
	8.19

	TRAINING
	220
	0.00
	220.00

	INSURANCE
	350
	358.19
	-8.19

	USE OF HOME/ mileage and stationery
	330
	191.20
	138.80

	TREES
	115
	0.00
	115.00

	BUS SHELTER
	0
	0.00
	0.00

	DONATIONS S137
	0
	0.00
	0.00

	VAS costs
	142
	152.03
	-10.03

	audit fees
	
	150.00
	-150.00

	Neighbourhood D P
	
	0.00

	ADMINISTRATION COSTS
	153
	249.99
	-96.99

	PREDICTED SURPLUS
	10
	
	10.00

	EXPENDITURE TOTAL
	4000
	2628.89
	1371.11

	balance available
	0.00
	1371.11
	 

	#
	
	
	













































Draft minutes for the meeting of the above Parish Council held at 7.30pm on 
26th October 2021 at the Village Hall 
1. Record of those present Parish Councillors Bob Wolfson, Mark Deane, Sten Salisbury, Amanda Bye, Hannah Perry-Gardiner, Ian Turner, Robert Heigham, County Councillor Philip Robinson, District Councillors Phillip Burford and Brian Lewis, 3 members of the public

2. Apologies for absence & acceptance of reasons for absences recorded - none
 
3. Invitation for Declarations of Interest relating to items in the agenda. Councillors Turner & Heigham declared an interest as volunteers on the canal line.

4. Approved the minutes of the meeting held on 27th September 2021.

5. Invited Guest (Adam Withers) spoke on JBM Solar's proposals for Laynes Wood Solar Farm
· Consultation process leading to submission of planning application including drop ins, parish council meetings, local press advertising campaign
· Leaflets distributed and sign-post to on-line materials
· Context including history of company, current business model, climate change agenda and visual impact challenges
Slide presentation (which will be sent to Parish Council to distribute to aid visual clarity) 
        Current and future projects identified
        Key facts on this project –
· Seeking a 40 year permission from potential start date 2023
· 280 acres
· Battery and energy generating scheme
· Generate energy for over 20k homes (averaged over year)
· Gold standard energy developers including bio-diversity schemes on site
· 72 trees, 2.5km hedgerows, wild flower meadow, bee hives, bird and bat boxes
· Outdoor classroom (not a building)
· Community benefit fund (not statutory requirement) applications will be sought which may be considered including those linking to sustainability
· Map of proposed site
· Pre-application discussions with District Council 
· Photographs of examples of different sites
· Visualisation of site when completed and after re-growth
         Local benefits
· National benefits of Solar energy/ Climate Change agenda
· Flooding prevention including planting schemes, slow water flow, adjusting ground level
· PROWS retained across site and will be enhanced by width and accessibility
· Outside Class room (not a building) for community benefit and will be part of planning enforcement conditions, potential for local groups to facility sessions
· Bio-diversity
· Community Benefit fund
       Next Steps
· Review feedback
· Amendments of designs
· Potential planning submission November 2021 
· Ongoing discussions with local Councils





6. Public Session Q & A  at  Chairman’s Discretion.

	
	Questions
	Answers

	(PC Turner)
	Source of panels
	China

	Bio-diversity (PC Bye)
	Who will run outdoor classroom
	Sponsorship of “Good Bee group”

	(PC Bye)
	Would outdoor classroom be open to other local groups such as Brownies etc
	Absolutely open to suggestions (leaflets distributed)

	(PC Turner)
	Dimension of battery units
	Same size as inverters

	(PC Deane)
	Are new ponds to be installed to encourage newts
	2 surveys have indicated great crested newts and habitats will be enhanced

	(PC Heigham)
	Are sheep used for grass management or chemicals
	Chemicals will not be used and sheep grazing is preferred dominate form and mechanical backup for weed control
Local landowners are given licenses for sheep grazing

	CC Robinson
	Water from Levy rumour 
	Not planned

	Designated area (PC Heigham)
	Is it open to alterations
	amendments are envisaged

	
	Specific area pointed out by Cllrs
	Legal ownerships influence site area and acceptable areas discussed with FODDC

	Drainage (PC Heigham)
	Can drainage go into the canal
	The company do not have permissions to discharge into the canal but swift and swales will be used to slow the flow

	Building phasing (PC Bye)
	Will the construction be built in phasing
	One 6 month period is planned for construction
There is not a lot of construction needed on this site

	(PC Wolfson)
	Will construction be direct employees or contractors
	JMB are designers, schemes are then sold to buyer (capital investment fund or power provider), buyer then own the site and kit and the buyer then contract another company to build the site.
JMB are therefore not responsible for site after the planning permission is gained


	(PC Wolfson)
	Responsibility of JMB being handed over to new owners after permission is obtained
	JMB reputation is important to them.
Planning conditions are enforceable

	Access point (PC Salisbury)
	Access road and local knowledge on accidents in area
	Access point given by Glos Highways. JMB investigating history and Glos Highways will be leading authority on any TPO, or other site safety issues requirement

	Site management (PC Salisbury)
	Traffic management
	1 per hour HGV movements

	Visual impact (DC Lewis)
	How many households can see the site
	Precise number not available and consultation has tried to target specific households that may be in sight line (8 or 9 houses have been identified so far) 
Specific houses along B3215 have been spoken to individually and design changes likely



Public session closed at 20.32- meeting suspended and then reconvened at 20.38pm

            Parish Council discussed information given during the public session 
Timing of application and cycle of Parish Council meetings
Contact with residents that may be directly affected
Parish/Towns effected noted as Newent and Rudford & Highleadon
Access points and highway issues during the construction period and the operating of the site going forward
Contact details for emergency events
Ongoing ownership of project caused concern


7. Date of next meeting:  22 November 2021 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall noted

8. Minor Items Raised by Members: 
Overnight road closure notice noted
New highway signage noted
Water leaks in the Parish noted

Meeting closed  20.47pm





Rudford and Highleadon Parish Council
Draft minutes of the meeting of the above Parish Council which was held at 7.30pm on 
27 September 2021 at the Village Hall 
1. Welcome from the Chair of Council

2. Record of those present: Parish Councillors Bob Wolfson, Mark Deane, Sten Salisbury, Amanda Bye, Ian Turner, Sten Salisbury, Robert Heigham, County Councillor Philip Robinson, 10 members of the public.

3. Apologies for absence received from Parish Councillor Hannah Perry-Gardiner and District Councillors Phillip Burford and Brian Lewis 

4. Declarations of Interest related to items in the agenda were invited – none

5. Council approved the minutes of the meeting held on 26 July 2021.

6. Public Session -   5 minutes at Chairman’s Discretion. Chair indicated he would allow the public input during the relevant items on the agenda.  The Chair of the Village Hall highlighted the Village Hall annual meeting notice which had been distributed.  The Chair also indicated that the bookings and interests are mainly outside of the Parish area.  She also stressed that any members of the public who are resident within the Parish are invited to attend.

There were no other points raised.

7. District Councillor reports (not available) 

8. Update re actions to reduce risk of flooding – revised schedule as circulated.  Council noted that:

· GCC Highways have done the bulk of the programme of works.  They have been asked to jet the drains on Buttermilk Lane and clear the ditches in the Buttermilk Lane grit store.

· The Independent Drainage Board has cleared the drains around the grit store and on the other side of the B4215 but has not been pro-active across the parish: the Chair is due to speak to Councillor Mark Topping, the FoDDC representative on the IDB on 28 September to clarify the role of the Board.

· The question was raised if the County Council will be able to distribute any more sandbags – a further pallet load has been promised.  There is some confusion if sandbags were District or County responsibility. 

· Artificial sandbag correspondence (Floodsax and Hydrosnakes from the District Council) was noted and will be forwarded to residents. The Parish Council will offer what the District Council has allocated to those residents that flooded (a ballot may be needed). Council agreed that thereafter residents would need to purchase their own if they want them.

The chair summarised the situation by saying that homes in the Parish should now be in a better position to withstand a flooding incident as a result of the measures taken by a range of authorities.

9. Planning matters: 
(a) Enforcement issues at New Bliss Business Centre was discussed. Council discussed whether it wishes to take any further action/s at this time.  It was agreed that a letter should be sent from residents and the Parish Council seeking action to enforce by the District Council

(b)  P0165/21/FUL - Bungalow at Rectory Fields, Church Lane: application refused – Council discussed whether it wishes to take any further action/s at this time. It was agreed that a letter should be sent from residents and the Parish Council seeking action to enforce by the District Council.  It was noted the injunction in place did not give residents peace of mind or protection.  

(c) Pending consideration:
P0162/21/FUL – Shooting Ground in Hartpury Parish - outstanding
P0939/21/FUL – Laynes Farm – conversion of barn  - withdrawn


10. County Councillor Robinson provided a verbal report, in which he explained that:
· The County Council had agreed to support the settlement of 35 asylum seekers from Afghanistan, working with GARAS
· He is seeking bids for funds from the Build Back Better Fund (see item 12b below)
· The County Council has received a grant from the Woodland Trust for 360,000 trees and is now seeking land on which they may be planted  
· He is working to set up Police and Crime Commissioner “road show” in November/December specifically for FODDC rural Parish Councils in County Councillor Robinson’s division. 

11. Forest of Dean District Council Development Plan: Councillors Wolfson and Heigham reported on cross-parish meetings giving a brief history of the meetings and the recent attendance of the Leader of FODDC including the launch a community forum and developers forum.  Meetings will be held on-line and details are on the FODDC website.  The main points that Councillor Gwilliam made were as follows:
· [bookmark: _gjdgxs]He wants a different approach to the production of the Local Development Plan, drawing together the planning department, the IT department and Communications specialists.  He takes the view that past Plans have been produced to a traditional pattern, and that the process has been too slow, had poor consultation processes and inadequate responses to questions.
· He has established two forums – a community forum that anyone can join, and a developers’ forum in which councillors will meet with developers, with a considerable emphasis on LOCAL developers. He thinks every parish should have a representative on the community forum.
· On the Churcham proposal, he takes the view that the Council did not prove that we need a new settlement nor that Churcham was the right place.
· In response to a question, he said that he regards enforcement of planning law a key issue.
· The Council will look again at the option of dispersed growth as an 
alternative to a new settlement – hence the core principles above are important.

Councillors gave approval of the Vision and Core Principles Document of that group as attached. 

12. Highways issues:
a.   Progress on the path to the bus stops at Highleadon Green – Councillor Wolfson reported that the work will be done w/c 19th October 2021.  
b.  Footpath GR14 – Councillor Salisbury report - see attached. Council agreed to seek funding for 700 yards of Improved surfacing along the bridlepath towards Whitehall Lane, which would help people’s health and well-being and improve the environment.  Costing would be needed and a bid for GCC Build Back Better fund may be appropriate.  Specification and costings will be sought from PROW Officer to be obtained and then Councillors Wolfson and Sailsbury will make a bid to the Build Back Better Fund.  
c.  Water leak in Church Lane – Councillor Wolfson gave an update and residents have successfully won their actions against STWA via the Water Redress Scheme and are now looking at STWA to repair the leaks. The private supply begins at the resident’s boundary but the leaks are outside the boundary of properties.

d. T Junction sign at Church Lane is covered by hedgerow and will be reported to Glos Highways

13. Highleadon Green illegal encampment in August and September: Council discussed any ongoing issues.   There are no dogs and it was felt it was a lot less intrusive. The encampment did not move as promised in early September and the FODDC officer will be informed.

14. Correspondence – JBM Solar's proposals for Laynes Wood Solar Farm and invitation to Parish Council to attend meeting on 8th October at Tibberton/Taynton Village Hall.  It was agreed that the PC invite the representatives to attend the November PC meeting. Clerk will follow up.

15. Financial reports: Council approved payments list and Budget against actual reports

16. Website: update on progress, including any updates to the Register of Interests forms sought from Cllr Bye and Cllr Perry-Gardiner – noting that the Meetings page needs updating with an instruct to click on the date to access the agenda, photos to be updated as well

17. Date of next meeting:  22 November 2021 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall

18. Minor Items Raised by Members for Future Agenda: Budget setting meeting. 


Meeting closed at 20.55pm
