Rudford and Highleadon Parish Council
Agenda for the meeting of the above Parish Council to take place at 7.30pm on 
26th October  2021  at the Village Hall 
1. To note all present (anticipated Parish Councillors Bob Wolfson, Mark Deane, Sten Salisbury, Amanda Bye, Hannah Perry-Gardiner, Ian Turner, Sten Salisbury, Robert Heigham, County Councillor Philip Robinson, District Councillors Phillip Burford and Brian Lewis )
2. Apologies for absence & acceptance of reasons for absences to be recorded
 
3. To receive Declarations of Interest related to items in the agenda.

4. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 27th September 2021.

5. Invite Guests to speak on JBM Solar's proposals for Laynes Wood Solar Farm

6. Public Session  -   5 minutes at Chairman’s Discretion.


7. Date of next meeting:  22 November 2021 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall

8. Minor Items Raised by Members for Future Agenda:

Meeting to be closed





Rudford and Highleadon Parish Council
Draft minutes of the meeting of the above Parish Council which was held at 7.30pm on 
27 September 2021 at the Village Hall 
1. Welcome from the Chair of Council

2. Record of those present: Parish Councillors Bob Wolfson, Mark Deane, Sten Salisbury, Amanda Bye, Ian Turner, Sten Salisbury, Robert Heigham, County Councillor Philip Robinson, 10 members of the public.

3. Apologies for absence received from Parish Councillor Hannah Perry-Gardiner and District Councillors Phillip Burford and Brian Lewis 

4. Declarations of Interest related to items in the agenda were invited – none

5. Council approved the minutes of the meeting held on 26 July 2021.

6. Public Session -   5 minutes at Chairman’s Discretion. Chair indicated he would allow the public input during the relevant items on the agenda.  The Chair of the Village Hall highlighted the Village Hall annual meeting notice which had been distributed.  The Chair also indicated that the bookings and interests are mainly outside of the Parish area.  She also stressed that any members of the public who are resident within the Parish are invited to attend.

There were no other points raised.

7. District Councillor reports (not available) 

8. Update re actions to reduce risk of flooding – revised schedule as circulated.  Council noted that:

· GCC Highways have done the bulk of the programme of works.  They have been asked to jet the drains on Buttermilk Lane and clear the ditches in the Buttermilk Lane grit store.

· The Independent Drainage Board has cleared the drains around the grit store and on the other side of the B4215 but has not been pro-active across the parish: the Chair is due to speak to Councillor Mark Topping, the FoDDC representative on the IDB on 28 September to clarify the role of the Board.

· The question was raised if the County Council will be able to distribute any more sandbags – a further pallet load has been promised.  There is some confusion if sandbags were District or County responsibility. 

· Artificial sandbag correspondence (Floodsax and Hydrosnakes from the District Council) was noted and will be forwarded to residents. The Parish Council will offer what the District Council has allocated to those residents that flooded (a ballot may be needed). Council agreed that thereafter residents would need to purchase their own if they want them.

The chair summarised the situation by saying that homes in the Parish should now be in a better position to withstand a flooding incident as a result of the measures taken by a range of authorities.

9. Planning matters: 
(a) Enforcement issues at New Bliss Business Centre was discussed. Council discussed whether it wishes to take any further action/s at this time.  It was agreed that a letter should be sent from residents and the Parish Council seeking action to enforce by the District Council

(b)  P0165/21/FUL - Bungalow at Rectory Fields, Church Lane: application refused – Council discussed whether it wishes to take any further action/s at this time. It was agreed that a letter should be sent from residents and the Parish Council seeking action to enforce by the District Council.  It was noted the injunction in place did not give residents peace of mind or protection.  

(c) Pending consideration:
P0162/21/FUL – Shooting Ground in Hartpury Parish - outstanding
P0939/21/FUL – Laynes Farm – conversion of barn  - withdrawn


10. County Councillor Robinson provided a verbal report, in which he explained that:
· The County Council had agreed to support the settlement of 35 asylum seekers from Afghanistan, working with GARAS
· He is seeking bids for funds from the Build Back Better Fund (see item 12b below)
· The County Council has received a grant from the Woodland Trust for 360,000 trees and is now seeking land on which they may be planted  
· He is working to set up Police and Crime Commissioner “road show” in November/December specifically for FODDC rural Parish Councils in County Councillor Robinson’s division. 

11. Forest of Dean District Council Development Plan: Councillors Wolfson and Heigham reported on cross-parish meetings giving a brief history of the meetings and the recent attendance of the Leader of FODDC including the launch a community forum and developers forum.  Meetings will be held on-line and details are on the FODDC website.  The main points that Councillor Gwilliam made were as follows:
· [bookmark: _gjdgxs]He wants a different approach to the production of the Local Development Plan, drawing together the planning department, the IT department and Communications specialists.  He takes the view that past Plans have been produced to a traditional pattern, and that the process has been too slow, had poor consultation processes and inadequate responses to questions.
· He has established two forums – a community forum that anyone can join, and a developers’ forum in which councillors will meet with developers, with a considerable emphasis on LOCAL developers. He thinks every parish should have a representative on the community forum.
· On the Churcham proposal, he takes the view that the Council did not prove that we need a new settlement nor that Churcham was the right place.
· In response to a question, he said that he regards enforcement of planning law a key issue.
· The Council will look again at the option of dispersed growth as an 
alternative to a new settlement – hence the core principles above are important.

Councillors gave approval of the Vision and Core Principles Document of that group as attached. 

12. Highways issues:
a.   Progress on the path to the bus stops at Highleadon Green – Councillor Wolfson reported that the work will be done w/c 19th October 2021.  
b.  Footpath GR14 – Councillor Salisbury report - see attached. Council agreed to seek funding for 700 yards of Improved surfacing along the bridlepath towards Whitehall Lane, which would help people’s health and well-being and improve the environment.  Costing would be needed and a bid for GCC Build Back Better fund may be appropriate.  Specification and costings will be sought from PROW Officer to be obtained and then Councillors Wolfson and Sailsbury will make a bid to the Build Back Better Fund.  
c.  Water leak in Church Lane – Councillor Wolfson gave an update and residents have successfully won their actions against STWA via the Water Redress Scheme and are now looking at STWA to repair the leaks. The private supply begins at the resident’s boundary but the leaks are outside the boundary of properties.

d. T Junction sign at Church Lane is covered by hedgerow and will be reported to Glos Highways

13. Highleadon Green illegal encampment in August and September: Council discussed any ongoing issues.   There are no dogs and it was felt it was a lot less intrusive. The encampment did not move as promised in early September and the FODDC officer will be informed.

14. Correspondence – JBM Solar's proposals for Laynes Wood Solar Farm and invitation to Parish Council to attend meeting on 8th October at Tibberton/Taynton Village Hall.  It was agreed that the PC invite the representatives to attend the November PC meeting. Clerk will follow up.

15. Financial reports: Council approved payments list and Budget against actual reports

16. Website: update on progress, including any updates to the Register of Interests forms sought from Cllr Bye and Cllr Perry-Gardiner – noting that the Meetings page needs updating with an instruct to click on the date to access the agenda, photos to be updated as well

17. Date of next meeting:  22 November 2021 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall

18. Minor Items Raised by Members for Future Agenda: Budget setting meeting. 


Meeting closed at 20.55pm
