Rudford and Highleadon Parish Council
Agenda/summons for the meeting of the above Parish Council
To be held  at 7.30pm on 25 March 2024 at the Village Hall

	1. 
	Welcome and introductions

	2. 
	Council to consider the co-option of Parish Councillor 

	3. 
	Council to record recorded attendance (anticipated as Parish Councillors Bob Wolfson, Mark Deane, Ian Turner, Robert Heigham, Leon Jahae, Jill Deane, County Councillor Philip Robinson, District Councillor Phillip Burford & District Councillor Clayton Williams)

	4. 
	Apologies for absence & acceptance of reasons for absences to be recorded 

	5. 
	Council to invite Declarations of Interest related to items in the agenda.  


	6. 
	Council to approve the draft minutes of the meeting held on 22 January 2024.

	7. 
	Public Session – 15 minutes at the Chairman’s discretion: members of the public may ask questions or make comments on matters on the agenda (also includes Parish Councillors where a declaration of interest has been made)

	8. 
	Rectory Fields, Church Lane (and New Bliss Business Centre): Council to note that Planning Application P1290 has been refused, and to learn from Nigel Brinn, Chief Executive of the Forest of Dean District Council, the reason/s why neither the Parish Council nor residents were informed of the revised injunction of September 2020, and why enforcement action continues not to be taken in relation to both of these sites.

	9. 
	Laynes Wood Solar Farm: Council to consider ways forward to manage the proposed Community Benefit fund in relation to footpath GRU14 and the energy resilience fund.

	10. 
	 Council to receive County Councillor report


	11. 
	Council to review progress on asset maintenance – bus shelters and noticeboards


	12. 
	       Highways and footpath issues: 
a. Buttermilk Lane grit store: Council to respond to the most recent use of the grit store and the Cabinet Member’s rejection of its request to visit. 
b. Flooding of Woodside Cottages: Council to receive update on progress of amelioration works
c. Railings replacement at Wedderburn Bridge update
d. Damage to directional sign update
e. Park Road highway damage update


	13. 
	Planning matters: 
a. Murrell’s End Solar Farm: Council to note that the appeal hearing is to be held on 7/8 May.
b. Proposed changes to planning process: Council to determine whether it wishes to respond to the change to the process which will see an end to individual letters being sent out to neighbours.
c. Proposed new settlement ‘Glynchbrook’ near Redmarley: Council to determine whether it wishes to respond to this proposal

	14. 
	Council to approve the financial reports and expenditure including payments  

	15. 
	Council to invite reports from District Councillors Burford & Williams


	16. 
	Council to confirm the dates for meetings in 2024:  Parish Assembly 22nd April 2024,  AGM  May 13th (2nd Monday),  22nd July,  23rd September, 25th November  

	17. 
	Minor Items Raised by Members for Future Agenda

	18. 
	Council to agree to move to close session to discuss employment matters

	19. 
	Close of meeting 





Rudford and Highleadon Parish Council
Draft minutes of the meeting of the above Parish Council
 held place at 7.30pm on 22nd January 2024 at the Village Hall

	1. 
	Welcome and introductions

	2. 
	Council noted there has been no application for co-option to the Parish Council (1 vacancy remains)

	3. 
	Council recorded attendance as Parish Councillors Bob Wolfson, Mark Deane, Ian Turner, Robert Heigham, Leon Jahae, Jill Deane, 8 members of the public and District Councillor Phillip Burford  

	4. 
	Apologies for absence noted: County Councillor Philip Robinson.
District Councillor Clayton Williams did not attend

	5. 
	Council invited Declarations of Interest related to items in the agenda. -none 


	6. 
	Council approved the draft minutes of the meeting held on 27th November 2023.

	7. 
	Public Session – none

	8. 
	  Council noted there was no County Councillor report presented


	9. 
	Council considered asset maintenance – bus shelters and noticeboards
· Bus shelter graffiti opposite the Village Hall- Councillors Wolfson and Deane will explore the best way to remove/cover
· Noticeboards are requiring maintenance – Councillors to consider repair/replacement subject to finance; Councillor Heigham will follow up

	10. 
	       Highways and footpath issues: 
f. Buttermilk Lane grit store: Council agreed its next course/s of action following the receipt of a response to the stage 2 complaint. – Council agreed to invite Cabinet Member for Highways to a site visit.  A written question (as agreed at PC meeting) will be submitted at Cabinet. 
g. Flooding in general and specifically Woodside Cottages: Council received update from owners of the property & Councillor Wolfson.  County Council have agreed to jet drains/clear ditches.   
Gulleys in Buttermilk Lane are overflowing and have been reported to County Council & requested for jetting 
h. Railings replacement at Wedderburn Bridge - noted the railings have not been repaired
i. Park Road highway verges and fencing damaged - noted that no action has yet been taken.
j. Damage to directional sign (south from Newent by the Garage) was noted and that no action has yet been taken.
k. Council discussed the management of the Vehicle Activated Sign and the need for a Councillor to help with the operation/IT downloads- Cllr J Deane agreed to take on this.


	11. 
	Planning matters: (members of the public were invited to speak at this point)
d. Planning application for a holiday cottage at Rectory Fields, Church Lane P1290/23/FUL -Change of use of agricultural building to form a single unit of holiday accommodation, including improvement of the existing driveway and access. Council noted that there was an injunction for 5 years taken out by District Council which is still in force and that there is now clear evidence that this has been breached.  Enforcement Officers have agreed to visit the site w/c 22nd January.    The Clerk has sought advice from GAPTC but in the meantime Council has discovered that a breach of injunctions can be reported to the Court that issued the injunction.  Council agreed to wait for a response of the District Council and agreed to write to the Court at the end of the week (26 January) if the District Council had taken no reported action. 
e. Enforcement issues at New Bliss Business Centre: Council noted report from the Local Government Ombudsman which has determined no further action but that continuing breaches have been reported.  Enforcement has not yet been allocated to officer. The PC agreed to act on behalf of the residents if action from FDDC is not forthcoming within a reasonable timeframe
f. Murrell’s End Solar Farm: Council agreed Chair and Cllr M Deane will attend the appeal hearing on behalf of the PC to be held on 30th/31st January 2024.  Statement to be presented was agreed by Council (Members of the public are encouraged to attend appeal).  Member of the public noted the visibility to residents of Rudford and that the site is not temporary in the lives of the residents. (since the meeting, the appeal hearing has been postponed due to the unavailability of the Inspector)
g. GR14 footpath improvements (Bluebell walk) - PROW officer has been contacted and the CC have improved approx. 200 yards and the PC will now have approx. 500 yards to fund from the Community Benefit fund from Laynes Wood Solar Farm project. 


	12. 
	Laynes Wood Solar Farm: Council agreed its next steps in relation to community benefit grant (107k).  A meeting was held with Parish Councillors and other interested parties (Severn Wye Energy and JMB Solar) in November 2023 to begin discussion on the Community Benefit Fund- “The Link” distributed a “Warm and Well” leaflet for funding available to support households with energy efficiency.  JMB state that the funding is for “Energy improvement within properties within the parish”.  Funding can be used for EPC certificates and work as an outcome. 
GAPTC advises S137 may be viable as a Power to spend subject to wording of agreement and statutory limits

	13. 
	Council approved the financial reports and expenditure including payments.  
Council noted that the legislation regarding donations to Churches and its property has changed, RFO is awaiting legal briefing from GAPTC/NALC before advising the Council on specific powers to be used


	14. 
	Council invited report from District Councillor Burford 
· Publica review update
· Council plan
· Purchase of Waste Vehicles
· Ethical investment strategy
· Salary structures


	15. 
	Council considered model policy on biodiversity as previously distributed. The PC continues to promote biodiversity and continues to monitor the effect on the environment in their actions and when agreeing responses to planning applications. The Council determined that it does not intend to adopt a formal policy.

	16. 
	Council confirmed the dates for meetings in 2024:  March 25th  Parish Assembly agreed for  22nd April 2024,  AGM  May 13th (2nd Monday),  22nd July,  23rd September, 25th November  

	17. 
	Minor Items Raised by Members for Future Agenda: 
Co-option vacancy highlighted
Mud on highways noted
The Clerk has tendered her resignation from the end of April and Councillors agreed to progress with an advertisement on the GAPTC website.


	18. 
	Close of meeting 20.41pm





	to 31/03/2024
	CASH BOOK
	
	

	DATE
	PAYEE
	TRANSACTIONS
	CURRENT A/C BALANCE

	01/04/2023
	
	
	3745.94

	21/04/2023
	precept
	4410.00
	8155.94

	21/04/2023
	hmrc
	-44.00
	8111.94

	21/04/2023
	salary
	-246.61
	7865.33

	21/05/2023
	hmrc
	-44.20
	7821.13

	21/05/2023
	salary
	-228.61
	7592.52

	21/05/2023
	gaptc
	-75.83
	7516.69

	21/05/2023
	pata payroll
	-103.20
	7413.49

	02/06/2023
	gallagher insurance
	-509.30
	6904.19

	27/06/2023
	hmrc
	-44.00
	6860.19

	27/06/2023
	salary
	-202.61
	6657.58

	24/07/2023
	hmrc
	-44.20
	6613.38

	17/07/2023
	hartpury university
	200.00
	6813.38

	24/07/2023
	signature 86 (sign)
	-400.00
	6413.38

	24/07/2023
	I selkirk
	-150.00
	6263.38

	02/08/2023
	gcc
	200.00
	6463.38

	29/08/2023
	b holder
	-202.00
	6261.38

	04/09/2023
	hmrc
	-44.20
	6217.18

	24/07/2023
	b holder
	-214.61
	6002.57

	30/09/2023
	b holder
	-202.00
	5800.57

	30/10/2023
	b holder
	-202.00
	5598.57

	30/11/2023
	
	0.00
	5598.57

	09/10/2023
	hmrc (sept)
	-88.00
	5510.57

	06/11/2023
	hmrc oct 
	-88.00
	5422.57

	30/11/2023
	b holder nov
	-158.00
	5264.57

	30/12/2023
	b holder dec
	-158.00
	5106.57

	16/12/2023
	b holder backpay
	-33.23
	5073.34

	31/11/2023
	hmrc nov
	-88.00
	4985.34

	31/12/2023
	hmrc dec
	-150.40
	4834.94

	11/12/2023
	FDDC -election costs
	-211.80
	4623.14

	22/01/2024
	clerk expenses
	-23.34
	4599.80

	31/01/2024
	b holder
	-158.00
	4441.80

	28/02/2024
	b holder
	-158.00
	4283.80

	31/01/2024
	hmrc
	-94.80
	4189.00

	31/03/2024
	b holder
	-158.00
	4031.00

	31/03/2024
	b holder underpaid/expenses
	-45.62
	3985.38

	28/03/2024
	hmrc
	-189.60
	3795.78

	29/02/2024
	pata fees
	-10.00
	3785.78

	
	
	0.00
	3785.78

	
	
	0.00
	3785.78

	
	
	0.00
	3785.78

	
	
	0.00
	3785.78

	
	NET INCOME/EXPENDITURE
	39.84




Reconciliations

	01/04/2023
	OPENING BANK BALANCE
	3745.94
	

	
	EXPENDITURE FOR PERIOD
	-4370.16
	

	
	INCOME FOR PERIOD
	4410.00
	

	
	NET EXPENDITURE
	
	39.84

	
	BANK BALANCE
	3785.78
	

	28/02/2024
	BAL PER S/M 
	
	4179.00

	
	31/03/2024
	-158.00
	

	
	31/03/2024
	-45.62
	

	
	31/03/2024
	-189.60
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	 

	
	
	
	-393.22

	
	reconciled balance
	
	3785.78

	
	
	
	



Employment
	payroll
	
	cashbook
	pata - 31/3/24
	

	gross
	
	2855.28
	2855.28
	

	tax
	
	919.40
	919.4
	0.00

	net
	
	1935.88
	1935.88
	0.00




	expenses
	May-23
	Jul-23
	sept
	
	nov
	Jan-24
	march

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	wfh
	26
	26
	s/o
	
	
	
	

	printing
	3.2
	3.2
	3.2
	
	3.2
	3.2
	3.2

	year end
	5
	
	0.41
	salary
	
	11.14
	

	mileage
	18
	9
	9
	
	9
	9
	9

	
	52.2
	38.2
	12.61
	
	12.2
	23.34
	12.2













	BUDGET Against actual
	budget for 2023/24
	year to date
	BALANCE AVAILABLE TO SPEND
	AGREED 24/25

	
	
	
	
	

	PRECEPT
	4410
	4410
	0
	4630

	vat refund
	
	0
	0
	

	insurance claim 
	
	0
	0
	

	INCOME
	4410
	4410
	0
	4630

	EXPENSES
	
	
	
	

	salary
	2700
	2855
	-155
	3000

	HIRE OF VENUE
	120
	0
	120
	

	SUBSCRIPTION TO GAPTC
	80
	76
	4
	80

	TRAINING
	220
	0
	220
	

	INSURANCE
	380
	509
	-129
	500

	USE OF HOME/ mileage and stationery
	400
	455
	-55
	400

	TREES
	260
	212
	48
	

	 footpath
	100
	0
	100
	

	DONATIONS S137
	100
	0
	100
	

	VAS costs
	210
	0
	210
	

	audit fees
	150
	150
	0
	150

	Neighbourhood D P
	0
	
	0
	

	election costs
	260
	
	
	

	ADMINISTRATION COSTS
	95
	113
	-18
	105

	bus shelter and other highway projects
	
	0
	0
	

	PREDICTED SURPLUS
	-405
	
	-405
	395

	EXPENDITURE TOTAL
	4410
	4370
	40
	4630

	balance available
	0
	40
	40
	




