Rudford and Highleadon Parish Council

Agenda/summons for the meeting of the above Parish Council
to take place at 7.30pm on 23 January 2023 at the Village Hall

	1. 
	To note all present (anticipated as) attendance Parish Councillors Bob Wolfson, Mark Deane, Sten Salisbury, Ian Turner, Robert Heigham, Stephen Harper, County Councillor Philip Robinson, District Councillors Phillip Burford and Brian Lewis


	0. 
	Apologies for absence & acceptance of reasons for absences to be recorded: 

	0. 
	To receive Declarations of Interest related to items in the agenda. 

	0. 
	To approve the draft minutes of the meeting held on 28 November 2022.

	0. 
	Public Session  -   15 minutes at Chairman’s Discretion. Where members of the public may ask questions or comments on matters on the agenda 


	0. 
	Closure of Park Road Highleadon March to May 2023:  Jason Lancaster of Keir Contracting, who will be undertaking the work, will explain why the closure is necessary and how long it is expected to last, and will answer questions from Councillors and the public.  (This item is expected to start at 7.35 and will conclude at 8.05 at the latest.)

	0. 
	Solar Farms in the area:

a.  to receive an update on planning applications relating to Moat Farm Newent (P2061), Laynes Wood Highleadon (P0265), Maisemore (Tewkesbury 22/00397/FUL) 
Council to agree response to be submitted regarding Murrells End Hartpury P0271/22/FUL

b) to decide whether or not to accept the proposed community benefit gift from JBM solar that, on the commencement of construction of the Laynes Wood Solar Farm, a sum of approximately £20 000 (to be confirmed by revised estimates) is provided to upgrade the footpath GRU14 into Highnam Woods and a sum of £82 500 is given ‘to undertake such energy efficiency improvement measures, or similarly to act as a support system for those most struggling with energy bills…’


	0. 
	Planning matters: 
a. Enforcement issues at New Bliss Business Centre: response to the Council’s complaint (circulated)
b. Access to land at Dark Barn: response of Planning Authority regarding access
a. P1066 Four Winds Highleadon Legal Development

	0. 
	    Highways and footpath issues: 
a. Speed limit and safety of pedestrians on the B4215: Councillor Wolfson to update Councillors on progress of application to Community Speedwatch for ANPR sign 
a. Improvements to bridges across the river Leadon
a. Buttermilk Lane grit store 
b. Flooding outside Shayle House, Whitehall Lane

	0. 
	Correspondence received

	0. 
	Council to approve payments list as presented at meeting including
a. salary £176.41 plus wfh £26= £202.41 
b. HMRC to be confirmed
c. Expenses £19.80

	0. 
	Council to receive County Councillor reports

	0. 
	Council to receive District Councillor reports

	0. 
	To confirm the dates for meetings of 2023:  March 27 and to note this meeting will be the final meeting of the current Council.  
Nominations for election for the new Council to be elected in May open on March 20.
April 17 (Parish Assembly),  
May 22nd  (AGM) as meeting must be held within specified period in Election year 

 July 24, September 25, November 27 to be confirmed at AGM 

	0. 
	Minor Items Raised by Members for Future Agenda:

	0. 
	Close of meeting













































PROPOSED COMMUNITY BENEFIT FROM JBM SOLAR
Bob Wolfson, Chair, Rudford and Highleadon Parish Council. January 2023
1. Short background.
JBM Solar has a planning application with Forest of Dean District Council to put a 49.9MW solar farm in
Highleadon. This is one of three such applications, the others being from Elgin Energy for similar sized
solar farms, one in the Taynton/Kent’s Green area and the other at Murrells Farm, Hartpury. This, while in
Hartpury Parish, will have more of an impact on Rudford than on Hartpury.
2. The response of Rudford and Highleadon Parish Council
The broad position of the council is that it sees the need for such developments in order to improve the
country’s energy resilience and transfer away from fossil fuels. However, it also takes the view that these
are very significant developments and should not be approved without rigorous public debate, matching
each application against the existing national and local criteria for such developments.
In the light of this, the Council has, on two occasions, not objected to the JBM proposal, in view of the
quality of land it will occupy, the landscape impact and the lack of opposition from properties most
affected by it. It has objected to the Murrells Farm proposal, as that proposal is on higher quality
agricultural land (and does not therefore meet national guidelines) and has greater impact on the
landscape.
The Taynton/ Kent’s Green is outside the Council’s remit and it has only commented that when considering
it the Planning Authority should take account of the cumulative impact of the applications. It has
commented similarly to Tewkesbury Borough Council in relation to a slightly smaller application at
Maisemore.
None of the applications have yet been considered by the Planning Committees but it is likely that the JBM
application will be the first to be considered.
3. Community benefit offers from JBM Solar
JBM Solar have always been clear that there will be community benefits resulting from their application.
(Elgin Energy has made no mention of community benefit). Initially, this was to be in the form of a gift of
approximately £20 000 towards the surfacing of a footpath into Highnam Woods, which would also receive
£4000 from the county Council’s Build Back Better fund.
In November, the Parish Council, when responding to further details from JBM, asked whether JBM might
consider how the community might benefit in terms of the energy costs crisis to provide cheaper power for
the community. JBM’s response was that it would not be possible to connect local properties to the solar
farm, but have offered the equivalent of £750 per household (a total of £82 500) ‘to undertake such
energy efficiency improvement measures, or similarly to act as a support system for those most
struggling with energy bills, upon commencement of construction of the development. This would be in
the remit of the Parish Council to administer, in a way you saw most fit.’
The offer to support the improvement of the footpath GRU14 into Highnam woods also stands, to be
uplifted to recognise inflation.
The full detail of the relevant parts of the communications are shown in Appendix 1 below.

4. The immediate issue
The Parish Council meets on January 23 and at that meeting has to determine whether or not to accept
JBM’s offer. JBM are expecting a response by the end of January, which, if accepted, would be drawn up in
a deed of gift.
5. The longer term issue/s
Should the council decide to accept the offer, it will need to determine, prior to receipt of the funds how
this might be distributed and administered. There is no great rush to do this, as planning permission has
yet to be granted, let alone construction begun, which is when the funds are transferred. It would also be
possible to discuss these issues with members of the community at the Annual Parish Meeting in April, and
there will be a new Council from May 2023.
Appendix 1. The community benefits offer from JBM
Extracts from JBM e-mails outlining the key points:
‘With regards to the community benefit, JBM always seek to leave a lasting positive legacy in the
communities we work with. As part of this, we have/are in the process of agreeing funding for
improvements to the Tibberton Church, Taynton and Tibberton Village Hall, and schools which form part of
the Newent Schools Federation, in addition to the proposed improvement works to the aforementioned
pathway in the parish. I’m always open to suggestion on other ways in which we can make a positive
contribution to the community, and wherever a local organisation has approached us for such funding to
improve local facilities/services, we have welcomed this. If you feel an appropriate way to do this would be
to subsidise energy saving initiatives / measures for individual residents, this is something we would of
course be keen to assist with, and in fact think is a very good idea. Following internal discussions over
community benefit, and the cost of living crises which we all face (which solar would help address as it is
one of the cheapest forms of energy generation), we would be, if you as a parish are amenable, keen to gift
the parish council £75,000 (equivalent to £750 per household), to undertake such energy efficiency
improvement measures, or similarly to act as a support system for those most struggling with energy bills,
upon commencement of construction of the development. This would be in the remit of the Parish Council
to administer, in a way you saw most fit. I would note this would be in the form of a legally binding deed of
gift tied to the Laynes Wood Solar Farm (JBM Solar Projects 21 Ltd), and constitute a legally binding
commitment.’
(The £75 000 has now been uplifted to £82, 500 to recognise there are 110 households.)
‘In terms of the public footpath funding, I think this is a very valid cause, and again would offer a real
benefit to residents within the community in terms of outdoor use / enhancement of green spaces in the
parish, so I’m happy to provide funding in line with previous discussions on top of the above.’











Draft minutes of the meeting of the above Parish Council
held at 7.30pm on 28 November 2022 at the Village Hall

	1. 
	Council noted attendance Parish Councillors Bob Wolfson, Mark Deane, Sten Salisbury, Ian Turner, Robert Heigham. County Councillor Philip Robinson, District Councillors Phillip Burford and Brian Lewis & 1 member of the public.


	2. 
	Apologies for absence & acceptance of reasons for absences recorded: Parish Councillors Amanda Bye & Stephen Harper

	3. 
	Council received Declarations of Interest related to items in the agenda. -none

	4. 
	Council approved the draft minutes of the meeting held on 1 November 2022.

	5. 
	Public Session -none


	6. 
	Philips Price Charity: Council agreed to nominate Cllr Bob Wolfson as a Trustee (briefing note previously circulated)


	7. 
	    Updates on Highways and footpath issues: 
a. Speed limit and safety of pedestrians on the B4215: Councillor Wolfson updated Councillors on progress of application to Community Speed watch for ANPR sign –Cllr Wolfson will attend an online meeting with Police representatives later in this week.  Potential financial costs and GDPR issues to be noted.  
b. Planned closures of Upleadon Road and Park Road- Parish Council was not notified of road closure.  There are 2 sections, one of 300m will be done under traffic lights.  The full closure of Park Road, March to May will be unfeasible.  Feedback from Glos Highways Manager was that the scheme has been delayed from Autumn to March.  The opinion of the meeting was that this was not feasible for this period of time.  Clerk will send an email to express the feeling of the meeting
c. Improvements to bridges across the river Leadon- still waiting for PROW reply.  Concern over the Red brook Bridge was also noted
d. Buttermilk Lane grit store.  CC Robinson will make further representations and will follow up with Cabinet Colleagues. 
e. Trees in Church Lane- Trees have been trimmed 


	8. 
	Correspondence received
Email regarding EV points: Councillor Wolfson reported on follow-up since last meeting.  Highleadon Filling Station and Trio-scape have been contacted and have been given contact details.

	9. 
	Council invited County Councillor report
Bus update – formal reporting of Stage-Coach West to Traffic Commissioner.  The loss of 150,000 journeys in the County.  Discussions on the context of the handing back of routes and the impact on rural areas.  The Demand Response Scheme project (Robin) is working very well
Severn Edge Fusion bid is in process and could bring more jobs to the area


	10. 
	Solar Farms in the area: Council received an update on planning applications relating to:
a. Moat Farm Newent (P2061) – an extension to this application to 17 Feb 2023 has been agreed 

b. Murrells End Hartpury (P0271) – no further information or papers available

c. Maisemore (Tewkesbury 22/00397/FUL) - no further information or papers available 

d. Laynes Wood Highleadon (P0265) – further detail on environmental issues has been received and the Council considered whether to make a further response.  It was noted some residents are concerned over post-construction /operating noise.  It was also considered if there should be community benefit. Additional comments were agreed and will be submitted.  It was noted that an extension of the planning process is likely to be February 2023



	11. 
	Planning matters: 
a. Enforcement issues at New Bliss Business Centre- update given.  
     No response has been received despite chasing by the Parish Council.  It was agreed to make a formal complaint on the lack of information provided by the District Council Officer.  Member of the public gave details on the nuisance being caused and the timing of the vehicles coming/going.  It was stated that it has been an enforcement case for 30 years and still not completed. Cllr Wolfson will provide District Councillor Burford with copies of email of 2021
b. Access to land at Dark Barn: response of Planning Authority regarding access. No response has been received despite chasing by the Parish Council. 
c. Agreed Council’s response to the revised application P0162 Shooting Ground in Hartpury Parish as circulated.  Council objected originally and agreed to submit further objection. Clerk has emailed Officer and submitted via the portal but the portal does not accept full length submission.  
d. P1066 Four Winds at Highleadon Legal Development: remains under consideration and an extension of time to 16 December has been agreed- noted
e. P1567 Mill Cottage: noted the application for listed building alterations for air source heat pump

	12. 
	Council invited District Councillor reports, including Forest of Dean District Council Development Plan
Cllr Burford – District Council waste transfer depot. 
Cllrs’ Lewis and Burford gave updates on the planning processes. 

	13. 
	Financial reports: 
a. Council agreed to implement National award Pay agreement for Clerk backdated to 1/4/22 with an additional day of holiday going forward
b. Council approved payments list as presented HMRC £68.40
salary (including pay award) £273.52, , wfh home £26.00 expenses £19.80= £319.32 and payments for July/August missed but already approved
c. Council agreed Budget for 2023-24 as attached and precept of £4410, 
d. Council discussed the APRN project and will discuss again when further information is available. 

	14. 
	Council confirmed the dates for meetings of 2023:  January 23rd, March 27th, April 17th  (Parish Assembly), July 24th, September 25th, November 27th

22nd May meeting date confirmed by Council despite election  (Parish Council AGM),  

	15. 
	Minor Items Raised by Members for Future Agenda:
Flooding in Whitehall Lane noted 

	16. 
	Close of meeting 21.30














































Financial reports for November 22 meeting
	DATE
	PAYEE
	CURRENT A/C
	CURRENT A/C  balance 

	01/04/2022
	
	
	2759.29

	01/04/2022
	gaptc subscription
	-72.80
	2686.49

	01/04/2022
	jubilee expenses
	-100.00
	2586.49

	22/04/2022
	precept
	4200.00
	6786.49

	27/04/2022
	micrsoft 
	-59.99
	6726.50

	28/04/2022
	salary/wfh
	-222.12
	6504.38

	28/04/2022
	hmrc
	-48.80
	6455.58

	11/05/2022
	gaptc training
	-14.00
	6441.58

	24/05/2022
	AJGBIL-insurance
	-373.60
	6067.98

	27/05/2022
	salary /expenses
	-207.68
	5860.30

	27/05/2022
	hmrc
	-40.80
	5819.50

	24/06/2022
	insurance claim
	1210.00
	7029.50

	24/06/2022
	swarco VAS mainten
	-203.94
	6825.56

	24/06/2022
	hmrc
	-40.60
	6784.96

	27/06/2022
	salary/wfh
	-188.68
	6596.28

	04/07/2022
	PATA
	-3.40
	6592.88

	16/07/2022
	village hall
	-60.00
	6532.88

	26/07/2022
	b holder exxpenses
	-19.80
	6513.08

	21/07/2022
	RP
	30.00
	6543.08

	26/07/2022
	R Heigham bus shelter
	-1472.00
	5071.08

	24/07/2022
	hmrc
	-40.60
	5030.48

	27/07/2022
	salary/wfh
	-188.68
	4841.80

	24/08/2022
	hmrc
	-40.80
	4801.00

	27/08/2022
	salary
	-162.48
	4638.52

	27/08/2022
	wfh
	-26.00
	4612.52

	24/09/2022
	hmrc
	-188.68
	4423.84

	24/09/2022
	expenses 
	-19.40
	4404.44

	27/09/2022
	salary/wfh
	-40.60
	4363.84

	24/10/2022
	hmrc
	-40.60
	4323.24

	27/10/2022
	salary/wfh
	-188.68
	4134.56

	24/10/2022
	VAT refund
	1005.34
	5139.90



Bank reconciliation

	
	OPENING BANK BALANCE
	2759.29
	

	
	EXPENDITURE FOR PERIOD
	-2562.73
	

	
	INCOME FOR PERIOD
	4943.34
	

	
	NET EXPENDITURE
	
	2380.61

	
	BANK BALANCE
	5139.90
	

	26/10/2022
	BAL PER S/M 
	
	5185.70

	unpaid payments
	wfh august
	26.00
	

	
	expenses  july
	19.80
	

	
	
	
	45.80

	
	reconciled balance
	
	5139.90



Budget against actual and proposed budget for 2023

	BUDGET 
	BUDGET
	year to date
	BALANCE AVAILABLE TO SPEND
	Proposed  budget for 2023/24
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	PRECEPT
	4200
	4200
	0
	5000
	5%

	vat refund
	
	1005
	1005
	
	

	insurance claim /costs
	-262
	-262
	
	

	INCOME
	 
	5205
	743
	5000
	

	EXPENSES
	
	
	
	
	

	salary
	2518
	1465
	1053
	2700
	roundng up plus £100 increase

	HIRE OF VENUE
	120
	60

	60
	120
	£15 pm x8

	SUBSCRIPTION TO GAPTC
	80
	73
	7
	80
	

	TRAINING
	220
	14
	206
	220
	new cllrs

	INSURANCE
	360
	374
	-14
	380
	

	USE OF HOME/ mileage and stationery
	400
	240
	160
	400
	£26 x 12+£9x6

	TREES
	0
	0
	0
	0
	

	 footpath
	100
	0
	100
	100
	earmark

	DONATIONS S137
	0
	100
	-100
	100
	Coronation?

	VAS costs
	160
	204
	-44
	210
	

	audit fees
	150
	0
	150
	150
	

	Neighbourhood D P
	0
	
	0
	0
	

	election costs
	
	
	
	260
	uncontested /earmark

	ADMINISTRATION COSTS
	250
	33
	217
	250
	£95 pata/£65 mircosoft

	PREDICTED SURPLUS
	-158
	
	-158
	30
	

	EXPENDITURE TOTAL
	4358
	2563
	1637
	5000
	

	balance available
	0
	2643
	 
	
	




Reserves for information
	RESERVES bfwd 
	Bfwd 22
	2759

	General reserves
	 
	1644

	precept reserve
	 
	1000

	Earmarked tree reserves
	c/fwd
	115

	under spend/overspend at y/e 3/23
	 
	 

	total reserves as per bank reconciliation
	 
	2759




Notes: election costs –Council agreed to  create an earmarked reserve- noting cost of contested election/by-election would be in the region of £1600
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