Rudford and Highleadon Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting of the above Parish Council held at the Village Hall, Rudford on Monday 23rd September 2024 at 7pm.
	1. 
	Welcome and introductions

	2. 
	Attendance was recorded as Parish Councillors Bob Wolfson, Mark Deane, Robert Heigham, Jill Deane, Leon Jahae, County Councillor Philip Robinson and District Councillor Phillip Burford. There were no members of the public present. 

	3. 
	Apologies for absence & acceptance of reasons for absences to be recorded . District Councillor Williams was absent.  

	4. 
	Council to invite Declarations of Interest related to items in the agenda.  None declared 


	5. 
	Council approved the minutes of the previous meeting. 

	6. 
	Council to consider the co-option of Parish Councillor. Pete Pritchard was proposed and accepted by vote.

	7. 
	Public Session. There were no members of the public present. 

	8. 
	Council received a report from District Councillor Burford. District Councillor Burford reported that the draft Forest of Dean Local Plan will require major changes due to the new Government housing targets. The target for the Forest of Dean has increased from 330 new homes per year to 600 per year. The draft Local Plan had identified some sites for major development but more sites are required to meet the new target. The proposed sites at Churcham and Glynchbrook (Redmarley) are likely to be revisited. 
Councillor Burford explained that the Forest of Dean District Council is administered by the  Green Party and Labour Party Councillors and this can lead to some interesting motions being raised at Full Council.  
Councillor Burford is the chair of the Constitution Working Group and the current hot topics are the  water quality of the river Wye, air quality in Lydney and the Forest of Dean becoming an UNESCO Biosphere Reserve.  

	9. 
	 Council received a report from County Councillor Robinson.  County Councillor Robinson reported that Mark Hawthorne has stood down as the leader of Gloucestershire County Council after 14 years. He has been replaced by Stephen Davies.  
A new alternative provision school for young people in Gloucestershire opened in September. Eastbrook Centre in Gloucester accommodates 48 Key Stage 4 students. 
Gloucestershire County Council has invested £2m for the installation of Solar Panels onto some schools.  Woolaston Primary School has been selected from the Forest of Dean. 
A 9 year project to replace streetlights with LED lights has completed. As a result carbon emissions from the streetlights has reduced by 70%
The Employment and Skills Hub has received 2000 referrals. The Hub offers residents and employers information, advice, guidance or support around careers, training, skills, employment and recruitment. 

	10. 
	Planning Applications 
a. Received for discussion – 
i. P0898/24/FUL and P0899/24/LBC Camp Cottage, Upleadon Road, Highleadon (extension, internal alterations, replacement windows and doors, other remedial works). Council made no objections to this application.   
ii. P0557/24/FUL Spring Bank, Malswick, Newent (construction of 9 log cabins for tourism/holiday use). Council does not wish to comment as this is outside of the Parish.  
b. Dealt with between meetings – P0952/24/FUL Trioscape Garden Centre, Highleadon (replacement of outbuilding). Council made no objections to this application  
c. Decided since last meeting – P0671/24/FUL Chelston, Buttemilk Lane. Extension to front entrance porch and bay window. Permission granted 4 August 2024.  
d. Withdrawn since last meeting – none
Appeals 
e. APP/P1615/W/24/3348930 Rectory Fields, Church Lane, Rudford. Change of use of agricultural building to form a single unit of holiday accommodation, including improvement of existing driveway and access. Due to issues with anonymity, the Council will respond to the Planning Inspectorate on behalf of the parish. Comments to be submitted by 10 October. 
Enforcement Issues 
f. Rectory Fields, Church Lane, and New Bliss Business Centre enforcement issues
New Bliss Business Centre, Rudford - EN/0224/23 is still waiting to be assigned an enforcement officer. The Clerk has raised a complaint. 
g. The Council has decided not to seek a Settlement Boundary as there was no advantage for the parish.  

	11. 
	Laynes Wood Solar Farm Community Benefit: 
a. Council to receive an update on GRU14. Work started on 25th September to clear the sides of the path and overhanging branches so that the route is clear.
b. Council to receive an update on the Community Benefit Fund. 29 EPCs have been requested, of which 23 have been carried out. There are currently 24 applications for funding. The closing date for applications is 31 October 2024. Ten properties will not be applying for funding. 

	12. 
	       Highways and footpath issues: 
a. Damage to directional sign. There is no update but as it does not cause any problems, the Council has closed this issue.  
b. Park Road highway damage update. There is no update. 
c. Council noted that a request to place a bench on Highleadon Green in memory of Robert Edwards, formerly of Highleadon has been passed to the Highleadon Green Association to respond. 


	13. 
	Code of Conduct.  Council has reviewed and accepted the Code of Conduct.

	14. 
	Risk Management and Assessment Policy. Council accepted the Risk Register and adopted the Risk Management policy 

	15. 
	Website accessibility and gov.uk name. Council is committed to upgrade to WCAG 2.2AA and move to a gov.uk domain and emails, however, further information is required before a decision can be made. Topic postponed until the next meeting. Clerk will rectify as many issues on the current website as possible before 25th October deadline.  

	16. 
	Asset Register. Council approved the updates to the Asset Register

	17. 
	Finance
a. Councillor Jahae, Councillor Heighnam and the Clerk have been added as signatories on the bank account 
b. Council received the parish account balance, authorised payments, noted payments made, and reviewed the budget against actual.

	a.
	Statement of Account as at 13 September 2024 
	£
	33096.69

	b.
	Grant Applications – Section 137 of Local Government Act 1972
	
	0.00

	
	Gift Awarded – Section 139 of Local Government Act 1972
	
	107,500

	c.
	Adverse variance to budget
	
	None

	d.
	Payments received between meetings
	
	

	
	Bank compensation 
	£
	75.00

	e.
	Payments made between meetings 
	
	

	
	Clerk Wages and WFH allowance (Jul)
	£
	245.00

	
	HMRC re above
	£
	43.80

	
	Clerk Wages and WFH allowance (Aug)
	£
	245.00

	
	HMRC re above
	£
	43.80

	
	Transfer to savings account 
	£
	80,000.00

	
	EPC invoice 1
	£
	110.00

	
	EPC invoice 2
	£
	560.00

	f. 
	Payments for authorisation
	
	

	
	Clerk Wages (Sept) 
	£
	245.00

	
	HMRC re above (subject to confirmation from HMRC)
	£
	43.80

	
	Clerk Wages (Oct) 
	£
	245.00

	
	HMRC re above (subject to confirmation from HMRC)
	£
	43.80

	
	Clerk Expenses
	£
	352.83

	
	EPC (to be confirmed)
	£
	1000.00



Clerk Expenses
	Arnold Baker on Local Council Administration – Council Asset
	£161.70

	External Hard Drive – Council Asset
	£48.99

	Mileage
	39.32

	Stationary/Printing 
	39.67

	Additional Hours
	63.15



	c
	budget for 2024/25
	year to date
	BALANCE AVAILABLE TO SPEND

	
	
	
	

	PRECEPT
	4630
	0
	4630

	vat refund
	
	0
	0

	S137 
	107500
	0
	107500

	refunds/compensation
	150
	0
	150

	INCOME
	4780
	112280
	112280

	EXPENSES
	
	
	

	salary
	3000
	1751
	1248.64

	HIRE OF VENUE
	0
	0
	0.00

	SUBSCRIPTION TO GAPTC
	80
	75
	5.00

	TRAINING
	200
	0
	200.00

	INSURANCE
	525
	521
	4.34

	USE OF HOME/ mileage and stationery
	400
	168
	231.98

	TREES
	0
	0
	0.00

	 footpath
	100
	0
	100.00

	DONATIONS S137
	100
	0
	100.00

	PATA
	105
	124
	-19.20

	audit fees
	150
	140
	10.00

	Neighbourhood D P
	0
	0
	0.00

	election costs
	260
	0
	260.00

	ADMINISTRATION COSTS
	0
	0
	0.00

	Community Fund 
	0
	80148
	-80148.00

	PREDICTED SURPLUS
	-290
	
	-290.00

	EXPENDITURE TOTAL
	112280
	82927
	29352.76

	balance available
	0
	29353
	-29352.76



c. £80,000 has been transferred into a savings account until funds are required. Interest gained during August was £83.54 with September’s interest estimated to be £250.80
d. Clerk issued the Community Benefit Fund finances to Council separately as this is confidential. 


	18. 
	Training
a) Council reviewed the training courses available and all Councillors were encouraged to  undertake training. 
b) Council agreed to fund the Clerk’s training costs from the bank compensation.
c) Clerk attended Gloucestershire Community Resilience Event, 11th September. The Parish Emergency Plan will need to be updated. Action on Clerk. 
d) Clerk attended Local Climate and Biodiversity Action on 17th September. It is a legal requirement for the Council to have a biodiversity policy. Clerk to produce one. 
e) Clerk attended Scribefest 2024 on 26th September. This is an annual conference for Councils hosted by Scribe. 
	Course
	Date
	Cost

	Being a Better Councillor – Part 1
	2 October 
	£45

	Being a Better Councillor – Part 1
	9 October 
	£45

	In the Hot Seat – Being an Effective Chairperson 
	28 Sept, 19 Oct, 30 Oct 
	£35

	Risk Management and Insurance - Clerk
	29 Oct 
	Free

	
	
	




	19. 
	Council Representation on the Phillips Price charity will be transferred from Councillor Wolfson to Councillor J. Deane 

	20. 
	Council confirmed the dates of meetings in 2024/25 as 25th November, 27th January, 24th March.   The next meeting is confirmed as Monday 25th November 2024, 7pm at Rudford Village Hall. 

	21. 
	Items Raised by Members for Future Agenda
Budget planning for 25/26, WCAG 2.2 compliance, Parish Emergency Plan, Biodiversity Policy and future Chair. 

There was a budget discussion with District Councillor Burford. The cost of maintaining the Council is expensive and consumes all of the Precept, leaving no funds for any projects.  Councillor Burford stated that increasing the Precept by 30% would not be uncommon, and 50% would be acceptable. Councillor Burford suggested that the Council includes funding for projects within the budget for 25/26. To help with budget decisions, details of the precepts within other parish councils was provided to Councillors. 

	22. 
	Meeting closed 8.45 pm 



