Rudford and Highleadon Parish Council
Minutes of the ordinary meeting of Rudford and Highleadon Parish Council held in the Village Hall, Rudford on Monday 28th July 2025 at 7pm. 

	1. 
	Welcome and introductions

	2. 
	Council  recorded attendance as Parish Councillors Mark Deane,  Jill Deane, Amanda Bye, Jonathon Tydeman, District Councillor Phillip Burford, County Councillor Stuart Graham and one member of the public. 

	3. 
	Apologies for absence & reasons for absences to be recorded  - none

	4. 
	Declarations of Interest and dispensations
a. Council to receive Declarations of Interest related to items in the agenda - none
b. To receive requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interests - none


	5. 
	Council resolved that the minutes of the ordinary meeting held on 19th May 2025 and the annual meeting form an accurate record of the event. 

	6. 
	Council noted the resignation of Councillor Wolfson.  The Council are sad to see him leave and are thankful for his many years of service. 

	7. 
	Public Session – Members of the public will be invited to address the council. A member of the public asked that a parish council report be provided in The Link.  He also raised the illegal tip behind Over Farm at Highnam. Councillor Burford reported that he is aware of this and GCC and Environment Agency are involved. MoP also reported that the drains on Buttermilk Lane are blocked with silt and needs reporting. 

	8. 
	Report from District and County Councillors. District Councillor Burford reported that the FoDDC full council had recently discussed the Local Plan. The Council’s preferred option is for a new settlement, probably at Churcham and/or Redmarley. Tewkesbury Borough Council would probably add houses at Hignham and Minsterworth. District Councillor Burford requested that the Local Plan consultation be deferred until the FoDDC has challenged the Government over the increase in the number of dwellings required, but this was rejected.  Lydney is the only sustainable location and could double in size, bringing investment in the area from Network Rail and major retailers. 
County Councillor Graham agreed. There are still major questions unanswered over the Local Plan. FoDDC is made up of councillors elected by the local people, many of which do not want the increase in housing. FoDDC should be challenging the Government. The Government has threatened to take over districts that do not deliver the housing targets, which is a fear tactic. FoDDC are trying to meet the housing targets as they fear that the take over by the  Government could be worse. 

	9. 
	Planning Applications 
a. Received for discussion –  none
b. Dealt with between meetings-
Modification of Electric Tower OHL Highleadon Solar Farm Highleadon – consent 
Erection of rear and side extension to bungalow along with erection of detached garage, Barbers, Buttermilk Lane, Rudford – no decision 
c. Decided since last meeting –Erection of two storey side extension, Belvedere, Buttermilk Lane. Consent 
d. Withdrawn since last meeting – none
Appeals – Rectory Fields with District Council to manage 
Enforcement Issues – New Bliss Business Centre with District Council to manage 

	10. 
	Forest of Dean Local Plan Options Consultation. Council to review options and agree a preference. Council need more time to discuss and so an extension until 30th September was requested.  

	11. 
	Laynes Wood Solar Farm Community Benefit: 
Council receive an update on the Community Benefit Fund. There are 21 applications still to be progressed. Clerk to request an update from each applicant. 

	12. 
	New Website and emails - Council received an update. Due to the complexity of the new website, plus very limited hours available to the Clerk, more time is required to prepare the website for launch. 

	13. 
	Finance
a. Council received the parish account balance, authorised payments, noted payments made, reconciliation and budget against actual.
	a.
	Statement of Account as at 7th April 2025  
	£
	56715.61

	b.
	Grant Applications – Section 137 of Local Government Act 1972
	£
	0.00

	
	Gift Awarded – Section 139 of Local Government Act 1972
	£
	0.00

	c.
	Adverse variance to budget
	£
	None

	d.
	Payments received between meetings
	£
	0

	e.
	Payments made between meetings 
	
	

	
	HMRC (Jun)
	£
	46.80

	
	Clerk wages (Jun)
	£
	234.12

	
	WFH allowance (Jun)
	£
	26.00

	
	HMRC (Jul)
	£
	46.80

	
	Clerk wages (Jul)
	£
	234.12

	
	WFH allowance (Jul)
	£
	26.00

	
	Bank charges (Jun)
	£
	4.25

	
	Community Benefit Fund (details withheld under GDPR)
	£
	6442.10

	f. 
	Payments for authorisation
	
	

	
	Clerk Wages – Aug
	£
	234.12

	
	WFH allowance – Aug
	£
	26.00

	
	HMRC- Aug
	£
	46.80

	
	Clerk Expenses – Jul
	£
	137.76



Clerk Expenses
	Stationary/Printing 
	10.10

	Mileage (CiLCA training)
	14.85

	Additional Hours (May, June, July) as at 21 July   
	107.76

	Postage
	5.05




	14. 
	Council to receive an update from Councillor Tydeman on the GAPTC Annual Conference and AGM. There was no update as Councillor Tydeham left the meeting at 1945. 

	15. 
	Council confirmed Chair for  next two meetings as Councillor Bye 

	16. 
	Council to confirm the dates for Parish Council meetings in 2025/26: 22nd  September, 24th November, 26th January 26,  23rd March 26.  

The next meeting to be confirmed as Monday 22nd September 2025, 7pm at Rudford Village Hall. 

	17. 
	Items Raised by Members for Future Agenda – Local Plan options

	18. 
	Meeting closed at 20.03 



